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Extended Abstract

Introduction: The phenomenon of enculturation in the contemporary world, particularly in the
context of globalization and the expansion of intercultural communication, has become an im-
portant issue in social and cultural philosophy. Enculturation, as a fundamental process through
which individuals acquire cultural meanings, values, norms, and patterns of behavior, plays a
significant role in the formation of individual and collective identities and orientations toward
the surrounding world. At a time when contemporary societies face challenges such as cultural
extremism, the crisis of meaning, alienation, and radical relativism, a philosophical re-examina-
tion of this concept becomes increasingly important. The central problem is how enculturation
can take place in a manner that avoids superficial imitation and cultural passivity while becom-
ing a conscious, sustainable, and rational process. In this context, a comparative examination of
the thought of al-Farabi within the tradition of Islamic philosophy and Baruch Spinoza within
the tradition of modern rationalism can provide valuable theoretical insights into the relationship
between culture and rationality.

Methods: The present study employed a descriptive-analytical method within a comparative
framework. Data were collected through the examination of library sources and the analysis of
primary and authoritative philosophical texts, including al-Farabi’s Opinions of the People of the
Virtuous City, The Political Regime, and The Attainment of Happiness, as well as Spinoza’s Eth-
ics and Theological-Political Treatise. The analysis compared the anthropological, ontological,
and epistemological foundations underlying the two philosophers’ conceptions of enculturation.
Particular attention was given to their conceptions of human nature, reason, knowledge, society,
culture, and human perfection. On this basis, major points of convergence and divergence be-
tween their approaches to rationality and enculturation were identified and interpreted.
Findings: The findings indicate that, in the thought of both philosophers, enculturation can
become an authentic and sustainable process when it is grounded in rationality and knowledge.
However, the meaning and function of rationality differ substantially within their respective
philosophical systems.

Al-Farabi conceptualizes rationality as a cultural and moral force that develops within social life
and cultural traditions and constitutes a fundamental condition of human perfection and virtue.
From his perspective, the human being is naturally a political or social being whose perfection
can be realized only through participation in social life and within the framework of the virtuous
city. Al-Farabi distinguishes different levels of intellect, ranging from the potential or material
intellect, which provides a necessary foundation for education and intellectual development, to
the acquired intellect, which represents a higher stage of human intellectual perfection and is
associated with the human intellect’s relationship to the Active Intellect. Within this framework,
enculturation can be understood as a process of rational education and moral formation oriented
toward virtue and happiness. The first ruler of the virtuous city, characterized by the philoso-
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pher-prophet, draws upon intellectual and imaginative capacities to translate rational truths into
forms accessible to the broader community and thereby guide society toward happiness. From
this perspective, enculturation is inseparable from social organization, education, moral forma-
tion, and the cultivation of virtue. Philosophy, in this framework, has the potential to provide a
universal basis for communication and intellectual engagement across different communities.
Spinoza, within the tradition of modern rationalism, conceptualizes rationality primarily in terms
of adequate knowledge of necessary causal relations and regards such knowledge as essential to
human freedom. In his philosophical system, human beings and societies are subject to the nec-
essary order of nature, while mental states, emotions, and many cultural beliefs arise from deter-
minate causes. Spinoza distinguishes between different forms or levels of knowledge, including
imagination and opinion, which may be associated with inadequate ideas, passive emotions,
imitation, and prejudice, and rational knowledge, through which human beings can understand
the causes and necessary relations underlying phenomena. From this perspective, enculturation
reaches a higher level when individuals move beyond unreflective collective representations and
socially transmitted prejudices toward a rational understanding of themselves, society, and the
order of nature. Under such conditions, culture is not merely a collection of imposed beliefs and
inherited customs but can become a framework within which individuals pursue more rational
and autonomous forms of collective life based on freedom, tolerance, and mutual coexistence.
Despite their different theoretical foundations, both philosophers emphasize the problematic
consequences of forms of cultural formation that remain detached from rational understanding.
Such forms may reinforce imitation, prejudice, passive emotions, and instability. The princi-
pal difference lies in the context within which each philosopher situates rational enculturation.
Al-Farabi conceptualizes it primarily in relation to the virtuous city, moral education, political
organization, and the cultivation of human virtue, whereas Spinoza places greater emphasis on
the individual’s development of adequate knowledge, understanding of necessity, and liberation
from passive emotions and prejudice. Thus, while both associate rationality with human devel-
opment, Al-Farabi emphasizes the social and political organization of virtuous life, whereas Spi-
noza places greater emphasis on the epistemological and affective transformation of individuals
within the necessary order of nature.

Conclusion: The comparative analysis of al-Farabi and Spinoza demonstrates that rationality
plays a fundamental role in the formation of conscious and sustainable forms of enculturation,
although the meaning and function attributed to rationality differ in their respective philosoph-
ical systems. In al-Farabi’s thought, enculturation is closely connected to moral and social ra-
tionality and is realized through education, virtue, and participation in the well-ordered life of
the virtuous city. In Spinoza’s philosophy, rationality involves moving beyond inadequate ideas,
inherited prejudices, and passive emotions toward an adequate understanding of natural neces-
sity, thereby creating the conditions for greater human freedom.

The comparison further suggests that neither philosopher conceives culture simply as a static
collection of customs and traditions. Rather, culture can be understood as a dynamic process of
human formation in which knowledge, rationality, moral development, and forms of collective
life are interconnected. Their shared emphasis on overcoming ignorance, prejudice, and forms
of passive submission provides a potentially useful philosophical basis for thinking about con-
temporary intercultural relations. At the same time, their differences demonstrate that rational
approaches to culture can be grounded in distinct conceptions of social organization, human
perfection, freedom, and the relationship between the individual and society. These insights can
contribute to contemporary discussions of cultural tolerance, peaceful coexistence, and con-
structive intercultural interaction and may provide a theoretical basis for the development of
intercultural dialogue programs in educational institutions and civil society.
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