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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Modern warfare increasingly extends beyond conventional kinetic battlefields into digital and
communicative environments where the struggle over meaning, legitimacy, and collective identity takes place.
In contemporary Iran, the military confrontations occurring in 1404- specifically the initial 12-Day War
commencing at dawn on Khordad 23, 1404, which led to the martyrdom of over a thousand commanders,
scientists, and civilians, followed by the 40-day Ramadan War beginning on Esfand 9, 1404, which resulted in
the martyrdom of the Leader of the Revolution, military figures, and more than three thousand citizens-
threatened the nation's territorial integrity. Within this high-stakes context, social media platforms, particularly
Instagram, transformed into vital communicative arenas where media monopolies were decentralized, granting
prominent cultural figures direct channels to engage their audiences. While existing international scholarship on
celebrity activism predominantly centers on Western, cosmopolitan figures performing performative or
institutional philanthropy (such as global poverty relief or environmental advocacy), and domestic
communication literature has largely focused on lifestyle micro-celebrities or formal state media framing,
significant research gaps remain regarding how prominent indigenous artistic figures construct narrative agency
during defensive existential wars. Grounding itself in Stuart Hall’s theory of representation- which posits that
media do not merely reflect reality but actively produce meaning- and Robert Entman’s seminal framing theory-
which delineates the selection and salience of specific aspects of perceived reality across four core functions
(defining issue, diagnosing causes, making moral judgments, and suggesting remedies) - this study investigates
how the celebrated Iranian musician Mohsen Chavoshi framed the military aggression and enacted multimodal
narrative agency across his Instagram platform during these two conflicts.

Method: This research adopts a qualitative case study design to conduct an examination of digital war framing.
The empirical corpus comprises a total census of all posts published by Mohsen Chavoshi on his official Instagram
account during the active periods of the 12-Day War (Khordad 23 to Tir 3, 1404) and the Ramadan War
(Esfand 9, 1404 to Farvardin 19, 1405), amounting to seven distinct multimodal units of analysis containing
text, visual imagery, and musical/auditory elements. The analytical procedure employs multimodal thematic
analysis executed via Wolcott’s three-stage framework: Description, Analysis and Interpretation. The analytical
architecture utilizes a hybrid deductive-inductive approach. At the macro level, Entman’s four functional
categories of framing provide a structured deductive matrix; at the micro level, inductive data-driven coding is
deployed to allow context-specific nuances to emerge organically from the empirical material. To establish
methodological rigor and trustworthiness (validity and reliability), the researchers maintained a comprehensive
audit trail detailing all coding iterations and conducted peer debriefing sessions with two independent
communication studies experts until full analytical consensus was achieved.

Results: The multimodal thematic network reveals that Chavoshi’s communicative output operated as a

coherent, multi-layered discursive framework addressing Entman’s four core functions: 1. Defining Issue: The


mailto:alivahidi.f@gmail.com
mailto:fayaz.alizadeh@gmail.com

overarching theme constructs the conflict as an "All-out war waged by the enemy against the homeland’s
existence and identity." Organizing themes highlight grave war crimes and civilian casualties, prominently
symbolized by the visual and textual representation of the bombing of the Shajarah Tayyibah primary school in
Minab and the tragic death of young schoolgirls. The discourse establishes an irreconcilable ontological divide
between the patriotic "Us" and the hostile foreign "Them," framing the war not as a routine geopolitical skirmish,
but as a direct threat to the ontological security, sacred soil, and historical continuity of Iran, while explicitly
rejecting desertion or national abandonment. 2. Diagnosing Causes: The global theme identifies the etiology of
the crisis as "The evil nature of foreign enemies operating alongside the diseased psyche of domestic traitors."
Organizing themes dismantle the moral legitimacy of external aggressors, framing them as inherently predatory,
deceptive, and warmongering entities driven by animosity toward Iranian independence. Concurrently, internal
opposition elements and betrayers are diagnosed through themes of moral degradation, opportunistic betrayal,
and weaponized performative humanitarianism, challenging their superficial anti-war rhetoric as covert
complicity with foreign aggression. 3. Making Moral Judgments: The discourse mobilizes a distinct ethical
hierarchy that "Glorifies divine, religious, and patriotic virtues while condemning demonic vices and treason."
Positive moral valuation is ascribed to sacrificial devotion, national steadfastness, anonymous philanthropy, and
the personification of the homeland as a vulnerable yet revered "mother." Chavoshi deeply integrates religious
motifs- such as invoking the patience and justice of Imam Ali and aligning humanitarian aid with sacred
communal practices like the Ghadeer feast. Conversely, moral opprobrium is cast upon the external enemy,
subverting their imperial hubris by satirically reducing foreign military might to a fragile, arrogant, and
contemptible entity. 4. Suggesting Remedies: The global theme prescribes "Active, comprehensive, and
endogenous resilience.” This dimension encompasses several key organizing themes: fostering active defense
rather than passive despondency; cultivating profound spiritual reliance on God based on Quranic teachings;
mobilizing civic solidarity for localized grassroots crowdfunding and mutual humanitarian relief; initiating
physical and cultural reconstruction; engaging in active anticipation as a source of historical hope; and actively
resisting the adversary's psychological warfare.

Discussion: The empirical findings demonstrate that Mohsen Chavoshi transcended the conventional
parameters of celebrity culture, evolving from a standard philanthropic actor or entertainment figure into an
"narrative agent" and discursive producer during war. Rather than merely mirroring official state propaganda or
adopting detached, Western-style cosmopolitan neutrality, Chavoshi synthesized authentic indigenous cultural,
religious, and nationalist symbols to construct an emotionally resonant, collective defensive identity on digital
platforms. This investigation expands Entman’s framing model in social media environments. Also, this research
provides critical insights into the evolving intersections of social media, indigenous celebrity agency, and crisis
communication. While the study is methodologically bounded by its single-case qualitative focus on the
producer’s multimodal texts during the two specified war periods, it establishes a theoretical foundation for future
empirical scholarship. Subsequent research is encouraged to examine the audience reception dimension,
analyzing through qualitative audience ethnography or quantitative computational sentiment analysis how
diverse demographic strata interpret, negotiate, or resist such celebrity war narratives across digital networks.
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Abstract

The present study aims to investigate how local celebrities frame and narrate the war, and focuses on a case study
of Mohsen Chavoshi's activism on Instagram. The main issue is how Chavoshi, as a celebrity-social activist, uses
the social media capacity of Instagram for activism in the midst of the war and what semantic frameworks he
constructs. The theoretical framework of the study is based on the concepts of activism, celebrity, representation,
and framing. The research method is a case study using multifaceted thematic analysis that was conducted on
Chavoshi's Instagram posts during the 12-day and Ramadan Wars. The findings, based on Entman's four-factor
framing model, show that Mohsen Chavoshi formulated the current issue during the war as "a full -scale war of
the enemy against the homeland" and, regarding the causes, represents "the evil nature of foreign enemies along
with the sick mentality of domestic traitors" as the causes of the war. In terms of moral evaluation, it should be
said that Chavoshi celebrates divine and patriotic virtues and negates and rejects demonic and treacherous vices,
and ultimately Chavoshi's "solution” for overcoming this war can be formulated in the proposition of "active, all-
round and endogenous perseverance.” In addition to playing the role of a "benevolent activist" which is usually
part of the role-playing of celebrities in social crises, Mohsen Chavoshi also plays a role as a "narrative-making

agent” in giving meaning and identity to the 12-day and Ramadan Wars.
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