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Abstract

Introduction: In today’s world, films and television series, as multidimensional and influential media forms, play
an increasingly significant role in shaping public opinion and representing political discourses. In recent years,
this function has acquired new dimensions within online streaming platforms, particularly Netflix, which, through
its global accessibility and content strategies, has become an influential actor in cultural and media diplomacy.
This study examines the representation of the Zionist regime in Netflix-distributed series between Y+ ¥ and Y+ YY,
with a particular focus on the series Fauda. The research seeks to explore how media collaborations contribute to
the dissemination and legitimization of specific political and cultural discourses.

Methods: This study employs a qualitative approach based on Stuart Hall’s theory of representation and uses
semiotic analysis to examine the series Fauda.

Results: The findings indicate that the central concept in Fauda is “security,” which functions as both a moral
capital and a legitimizing framework for the regime’s intelligence and military institutions. The series emphasizes
themes such as counterterrorism, external threats, and national protection while marginalizing or omitting
narratives related to occupation, Palestinian civilian suffering, and human rights violations. In addition,
Palestinian resistance movements are frequently portrayed as extremist and destabilizing forces.

Discussion: The study concludes that Fauda, through selective representation and narrative exclusion, constructs
a heroic, sympathetic, and legitimate image of the Zionist regime’s security apparatus. By foregrounding security
discourse and suppressing critical perspectives, the series operates as a media instrument that supports the cultural
and diplomatic objectives of the Zionist regime and contributes to the international normalization of its political
image.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The emergence of online streaming platforms has transformed the traditional order of
cultural production and distribution. Among these platforms, Netflix, as one of the most
influential global actors, plays a significant role in shaping political and cultural perceptions
across different societies. Through its content selection and narrative strategies, Netflix
functions not merely as a media distributor but as a political and cultural agent that
contributes to the representation of conflicts and the legitimization of specific discourses.
In this context, the Zionist regime is one of the actors that has actively utilized this capacity

to reconstruct and enhance its international image.
Methodology

This study employs a qualitative research approach grounded in Stuart Hall’s theory of
representation. The analytical framework is based on John Fiske’s semiotics, focusing on
three levels of analysis: the level of reality, the level of representation, and the level of
ideology. The selected case study is the series Fauda, chosen for its international success,
broad global audience on Netflix, reception of prestigious television awards, multilayered
representation of the Zionist regime's security and social discourses, and its engagement

with cultural tensions and identity conflicts within Israeli society.

Findings
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The semiotic analysis of Fauda reveals that the central discursive axis of the series is built
upon the concept of security. This concept operates as both a moral asset and a legitimizing
tool for the Zionist regime and is embedded throughout the narrative and visual
representation. Within this framework, the actions of the regime toward Palestinians are
depicted as necessary and legitimate responses, whereas Palestinians are portrayed as
fragmented actors lacking cohesion and political rationality. Themes such as the disregard
of Palestinian militants for civilian lives, the decline of extremist movements in Palestine,
and the erasure of narratives related to occupation and human rights violations collectively

serve to reinforce a security-oriented and legitimizing discourse.

Conclusion

The findings indicate that Netflix, through representations such as Fauda, contributes to
the reproduction and dissemination of the Zionist regime's security discourse on a global
scale. In this mediated construction, the Zionist regime is framed as the guarantor of
security and stability, while Palestinians are depicted as the source of crisis and regional
threat. By foregrounding threat and silencing the historical and political contexts of
occupation, the narrative directs global audiences toward empathy with the Zionist
regime's security forces. The binary opposition of "threat" versus 'security guarantor’
becomes a powerful mechanism for legitimizing violence and repression, delegitimizing
Palestinian resistance, and framing any counteraction as irrational. In response to this
hegemonic pattern, the production of alternative discourses becomes imperative. Such
counter-discourses should expose the Zionist regime's actual role in generating insecurity
and regional crises, thereby raising global awareness of the concealed dimensions of
security-oriented narratives. Only through these counter-representations can the visual
and discursive dominance of the Zionist regime in global media and culture be eftectively

challenged.

Keywords: Netflix, Zionist regime, representation theory, semiotics, Fauda
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