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Extended Abstract

Introduction: The rapid expansion of video on demand platforms has fundamentally altered the landscape of
cultural consumption and power dynamics in the twenty first century. This research argues that classical critical
paradigms such as the Culture Industry of the Frankfurt School and the theory of Glocalization are no longer sufficient
to explain the sophisticated mechanisms of control operating within these digital ecosystems. The Culture Industry
model assumes a passive audience controlled by external prohibition, while Glocalization theories often optimistically
view cultural hybridity as a sign of pluralism. Both fail to account for the voluntary nature of user subjugation in the
digital age.

To address this theoretical gap, this paper enacts a paradigmatic shift towards the philosophy of technology of Byung
Chul Han. It analyzes global platforms like Netflix and their local Iranian counterparts not merely as media tools but
as intelligent architectures of digital Psychopolitics. The study posits that the world has moved beyond Foucault’s
disciplinary society, which operated through negativity and compulsion, into what Han terms the Achievement
Society. In this new order, power is not exerted through forbidding the subject but through the seductive mantra of
unlimited possibility. The central research question investigates how the process of globalization has transformed from
a compression of time and space into an algorithmic colonization of the lifeworld. The hypothesis suggests that these
platforms govern minds rather than bodies by creating a transparent and frictionless world where the subject is
imprisoned within their own preferences under the illusion of freedom.

Methods: This study employs a qualitative research design based on an analytical critical approach. Data collection
was conducted using a library based method, involving a comprehensive review of theoretical texts related to the
Culture Industry, globalization theories, and Byung Chul Han’s digital psychopolitics. The research utilizes
comparative qualitative content analysis to interpret the findings. The theoretical framework derived from Han’s
philosophy is applied to selected series from global platforms like Netflix and local platforms such as Filimo and
Namava. This comparative analysis seeks to identify convergences and divergences in narrative structures, visual
aesthetics, and value systems to determine whether local platforms offer a genuine alternative or merely reproduce
global algorithmic logic.

Findings: The analysis reveals that VOD platforms operationalize digital psychopolitics through four primary
mechanisms that colonize the user psyche.

First, the platforms facilitate the transition to an Achievement Society where binge watching is transformed from
leisure into a project. Unlike the passive viewer of the past, the modern user is a self exploiting subject who voluntarily
sacrifices sleep to consume content. Features like Top )+ lists create an internal pressure to keep up with trends,
turning cultural consumption into a competitive achievement.
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Second, the platforms establish what Han calls the Hell of the Same. Recommendation algorithms operate strictly on
the logic of similarity and positivity. By constantly suggesting content based on past behavior, the system traps the
user in a filter bubble that excludes the Other. This removal of negativity and foreignness prevents any genuine
encounter with different perspectives, as cultural differences are flattened into mere variations of the same underlying
formula.

Third, the study identifies the promotion of an Aesthetics of the Smooth. The Skip Intro button serves as a
philosophical symbol of this logic by removing the threshold that traditionally prepared the viewer for an artistic
experience. Visually, this manifests as a hyper real and polished aesthetic characterized by shadowless lighting and
oversaturated colors. This pornographic transparency eliminates ambiguity and critical distance, reducing art to easily
consumable data.

Fourth, the research highlights the standardization of neoliberal values across both global and local content. A
comparative analysis of series like Netflix’s Ozark and the Iranian series Mortal Wound (Zakhme Kari) demonstrates
a shared value system where themes of betrayal, murder, and revenge are not treated as moral crises but as efficiency
strategies. Characters are distinguished not by their ethical frameworks but by their intelligence in navigating a ruthless
game of power. This indicates that local platforms reproduce the exact same neoliberal logic and narrative structures
as their global counterparts, merely changing the language and setting.

Conclusion: This research concludes that video on demand platforms function as the primary vehicles for a new form
of power defined as digital psychopolitics. The findings demonstrate that the distinction between global and local
platforms is largely superficial. Despite linguistic and geographical differences, local platforms reproduce the same
algorithmic logic, the same value system based on ruthless competition, and the same frictionless visual aesthetics.
This convergence results in the emergence of a Hyperculture, a standardized cultural supermarket where local
specificities serve only as exotic packaging for a uniform product. Ultimately, globalization in the digital era is
revealed to be the homogenization of the soul. In this process, the subject operates under the powerful illusion of free
choice while willingly submitting to a form of colonization that resides within their own curated desires and
transparent digital prison.
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UK Germany Brazil Mexico
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Year

2018

20192

2020

2021

2022

2023

2024

US and Canacdla EMEA
B6AT 37.8
B67.6 51.7
73.9 G66.7
75.2 T4
74.2 76.7
75.5 79.8
841 93.9

Latin America

26

314

37.5

39.9

41.6

424

49.2

Asia-Pacific
10.6

16.2

254

32.6

38

40.5

50.3
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World Region Netflix Subscribers

Europe, the Middle East, and Africa 101,13 million
USA. and Canada 89,63 million

Latin America 53.33 million

Asia Pacific 57,54 million

(Smigh Y+ Y1) Y2 YY Jlu B Y0 VA Jlu 51 nSlics 0,18 L, (1 JSCs

it 2l 5l hu 4 bS8 el JSUI L e 5l g Jlemid ol 055351 S5 sla S 3l (S oS Kos i S
b bl s o 5015 csslen 31513 SO s e 53 S Sl slacy 5 WappiiS 5s ccaasnd odd o 4o
S5 5w Lilad 3l du ¢ s ol 355 0 S8 @ 55k 25 S ke 6l & ol ot ] K ol LIS e OB jame
5 o s e Saslage OF 53 o8 358 0 olod 4l Wols STl ladlme 53 ooy (ol DL (56505 vl AL
S Sty el 53 o ga el il T 31 ol g3 5 Dl (6 gn oS (O35 (S0 S A (] S s

83 ST 5 0T ety 8 (o J o il 3,15 3525 o
e b as s Glesled s K3 oS BT pl 53 gmsdr 5 (e dal) el bacased (Sl Lailgy s adlge
daly Sl sl @ bioaased odd il Cadie 5 Ol iluang 1 oS SO a0 bl Ll S s @by e
N s dop S db ol (60 gea0 Ol )3 kit o s 31 YISO bl Jl s o8 S o oS > Ko sl
() You kile pladl w558 o bns o il (5,505 Joond Sndicn 5 jao a3 4 ooty g el o 2and 53 5
> SN SLadl o 308 53 (Shos al uS s e 4 BIE JSE 0y Sl 0 e 5 el ¢ oS
533 LS 5 BLSS1 b 0355 Sl sled b L85 SOl oo S o)Ll () 505 & Ol S 520 me Sladisas o 2,0
e 3 olE ag iy 55 (oLl eosl3BT 5 3,153 425 o sible alasly SO 0553 4301 31 08w owrdie b (653,851, BLS,I ol

523 (ol 5 ok ab s s (b sl 53 015

bcmased 55l b ooy 0 Jods o land Jor b (SO anzs G @ adl o o0l 53 o ol 505 daden G J23
035 S 5 0l o ke S5 4 dlolBd 4l €5 55 g0 2 9 Ol b s Sl 5lrs (18 IS0 31 g L0 355
I por O (030 46505 5 S35 b pon el 00y 3 93 S o 5 ol 31 0 48" el (550 00 (s Olos Tids ol izl o L,
e )3 (599 58 6@& Olge 4 &SL ol S Olge 4 & Jos ol 9 L3S e r;ﬂ,é) Gl gl b el 6)L§¢5'j

355 0 RS s Bl Sl A3 4 5 Bl (208 Jee SISl s 5 358 0 i3S gl 4 i e

Jh e S o B |y allimn b o6l S ey ile oo laey S coitn pliil Glie 33 pb Ol 5 b pliil
Az oSyl 5 (eatd pA G s s Obwels plad el ol ol ) et (58500 2SSy L2
(STt 53 0T G35 Sl 5 sl g0 Al 1y (Shas pl S5 Sladl w5 (618 035 (01 () el e J
D (335 S b 5 68l gy S w1 35 555 pLas ol ot (Jl o ol 53 il 5l (sle S I e

LS e Ll oS5 SG Sl 5 b
Sl b (3l STy Sl 1) Gpo s s ol ol dus slpe o 55 (2il) b Slopdge ool Lap iy

i B ol syl ol 5 es S 1 Wedady ool o8l 5 Ciin w3155 2,8 oSS b ez 5 (g5l il
A By Ay o sLild 5 615 Sl Side 53 0T o5l & WS e ol (65U Ll eSS Gles W5 1 5

' The Glory



L.;.fb) 6u4£Yﬁ))JJL5TLﬁ‘ 4§L;L>)b w&b‘ijﬁj:)L{Jﬁ)KcJBTCﬁbj)b c.uj.::)\){: (3).’ LSL“('%)}Q‘ bﬁ-} L’ W
Al S 4 (s3L) slacald 5

Sle gl ol ol

S Jolos

Cor S5 b b 3 slaaglos a26 Lo s ST el 53 6315055 1551555 -1 23,8 o)Ll (S i 4 Ol 50 (6 s SLoe )
5l ol ol G i 5 Olid (S 5 ST 3 e aen UL S sl s codlid 5 olo) s M S
23 L Sy s plel 65 Mos gl Gl b il bt by s oo 5 51 Oley ol sl S0
A3 s & et sl (Sl 5l 53 358 ekl Jab S Oa 5 (S3le 4 geas XS e (5 5 a0
ol s LK, :c.utt,ﬁ:“\_;;) ALY LSS IS 53 gils s dibe (Lyls 13 Sl g ) bl des &S W 5d e
ol ISl el 3l g Al ey po a4 By ey it o L] 5 0y 5l 81 IS & A gl e
Gl Olon ol 398 oS 205 (6 ey 6550 G 4 53,285 ahaoli o 055 (o S5 5 U Bl S Olals Olg 358 o
5 S5, b S A3 sl 5 (6 S LS Oler 4SS o ol 4 03,8350 b Sy prba 4 oSl (5 oo
33l g Bl (5 e 5 S o M | s &0 oS ol Sl (Lo ilid iile S e 5 555 w0 1 oS0 b Bl Sl
03 gr b b 48 (5 10l s o8 S 0 IS5 (S5 (5 5l 5 el 53 el Lacmased Lol ool 53 tioes b Y
S S o ppad |y GaBin 5 il Condlsn) K oo (Hb pl diies Kalon Sl 5 Bl o ilos or oo
el el a6l ol sleles

oeolan 1 313 32y g Sbap ity Sadl w53 o 5 Sl lambes b ladbms 53 o8 b 03,0l Sy Ao o)
Sl GO 0l 53 a8 iy dittead dodr _wnld0lad) SO -l b s Lol iz Olls ol (6l G o codi 5] S5
ol st 55 Sl Sl Sy g0 ) s o Sl 4 1y 555 (Sl oS 5 6350 4 1y 395 Sl g gL S 1 555
S o (8005 Olar 5ty (55 U G 3 den 4S5 e 3580 I 55U (s Slap ik alals 4 oS

ol & (Kb ol ol 5 pd e slsen Ka b b Kn ol SO B 4 ol 3 b 5 o Sl ik ol S
Aoy Sorayy S b ) ST a8 (Gaeh 48T (3 S 0 o5 O g ol oS 5 sb0T (SSILs 5 8 (Sn 3 Jols S
(ondy 2l 53 el (S Snle ola) 5 S B s G s S s 53 a5 Sl SRS 3 4
b L bt Ka bl ol s 5> S8 GV G a5 0 i 555 ool (500 5 b 51 pm saSen 3
00 el ezalsy late o8 b 53 il o S (6,8 ¢ 55 0l (6l ol iz SG 4 LS Sl ARSI Ll S
el s 33 oot O 33 oS ol (Son 3 Sl e G (Kol il o B Olmon 5 35kl SalS (5 a3

el il elidie 53 ey G Olad ool it gl U (5,505 Tias = bl

hlad ) ga [ 43dly i

(98 59,00 S @ (sl b Olgh jamdes clad SG 31 0s ST Ll H.@.Zu)l.lf
(Achievement-based) ol o Lilks )
R SESTSY



g Sn b A5 il 5 16 S0 psghe - 4 2ie & 23 Ol 3 S0l 1 Glie cosi LY

(A ol>) wald

5 O <03 55 15 Lol sl (Ul ¢ 53 il 5350 Jow) ot sl ST 5 g3lmnleilind LY

(28 03 1) Jpm 5 SOl oSS JU s dglite dle) sl € n g1 (Suinns) 2o e

o cs2lan pEle L sls (bl v,«laj‘xii\s» Wl o ccakises saoly s LoSe 555 L slu ) SR

S350 5515 B o ags ol 5 ol Sl 655 5 ds MalS' (6515 5 55 5 SN0 0 pndS e sl Oloes a1
el g5 6l fu

4 a2l o

)l I8 (63 SHE a8 (ado b ean 5 Luh d5l i (Bl (Dl S 4 a2 4 e dalos 5l ol g

Ghe gk
Joo ik oS 55l 5 e Lt Gl 0len e8> 35 o VOD slap,icly  slapsicly 5o Sler

S e a3 |y WSl P
vM:JLw;’“ 2
5t Ky 5ty g 6 Eomp GO 5o id fonp ol Som 5 SIS Sy

.LaL>u\L5c ((JL’;:acfb lad
(o5, ) g il 4ot LY Jor

6 S s

b @y 3l g Golene ooty S L5l da Goib 5l pds lap il oS das e OLES ash ool glaaly
9o Jlasd aal g g Skl G b G b 51 el o S5l G b 51 a6 S 0T 55 oS 48] (g5l

sl 3556 403 53 (5105 g a8y s Jmico Cben Sos )87 55 oo ook 0By 055 0 4 bl b bl 31 Laled e
4 e gl Ol 53 S B pss LS A 55L (Lales p 3LISY Olse 4 1) 393 (5 pan 4y g 45z 3 S
tilen gz 53 1) 218 5 ol eSS oSl 5 46 i) KU1 43,58 o (Ko 3 IS5 i 5 05 K030 50
Lilage B (6 A w5 O (0L 53 b Ll e g5 oS el (5140 S e 2155 (S5 bl cp g 5 lir o o groms
Ol Sty SN slu ) 5 pb cpulez 5o 1SS Cliden (LA 55 (Ll ¢ 3 (il (5355 aisle) eulb (ralias
SN [535 53 SIS (3155 5 (5313 225 90 s el Sl il Slagl 5 L) 35 b el
£33 g0 ok el S1l @ Jlpen ulid o oy 58 B ol S8 VS @ Bro ey sl 5 e
(it 315 SRS (63 SHS 5 w8 e Bl 1) b 5 caslie pdech mae Aol 5 Bl DBl K3 4 b 2 4 e



5 Sl dd g5 Gl olan Tads Sl il Gl cpl ol 55 (saslie LS & Tslod 5 sackd d3bo o slap,icly
i g3 oS OLeSG glaei S (sl o1 sl go 5 51l a0 (Kom 3 (gl slis S oo A 530 |y Sl (a8 55 L
Son b SOl 5 0dda Il (Son b ol Sen 6358 0 j2eie Say S bl (6,85 & il b ol olgiys

LS e |y Jlas Glad o1y SO culg s o

Sl ol bl S o Joo Slgam S b ol Glate )3 (o iy g slap iy oS s o L3Sl (g 8 gls e sl o 3
OLES el (glaacdly o35 o e Jlrss Conlbanily A 556 5 ol (S3lunplibind (Oluan sl (S5 & os pelas 5
L;.LJ.A ‘r.'lﬁ) ‘LS")J (j.é ‘L..aﬁ) 6&&})) ‘J\-’L“f L;;La J.I.:{_}J)QLJ (SHodns Cb.ﬂ).:%dy&u&jw&y\ﬁ)d
&})‘&LL\MWM&})\Q&MJ}Q\MQJ:A‘ Al S w‘owbj‘&m‘%géﬁj@j&bb
Sl las Jowe LI 550 4 Wil o (mbd ) (5 5 e b e S G § Logos 35 o Sbap il

sl 5 mlee

o LSO s Sl cgdo) 3 g daz 5O Sler 5 e sl L (ATAT) Ol (ol

VAZAA DY YAV 50l o wlw 3500, dolibas (0501 5 oo ay il 3 (6587548) Ko 3 s L(VWAV) ooVl 55 c(Sikonne
B 5 0L ey Sl (oY JWS aer 5 ol Kon s elaxal slag) 25 0 Slg ((VE2Y) WU g5 (0 smd ol

et 5 1045 6030 Pl ol T L 5 Olaly S5 pms a5 Gulid Siler S 0l 4B (VYA 550l g

e 053 S 0L sl Pl i Lo dor 3 1) 035 (o0 5 (58 S eSOV E0Y) 53 4S50 Sl 5 (28 ilaSCa
Sl o3l Lasde 5ol sl aer s Ot ez 5 Cupn £ Son s lalllas s o Solobgp (V0 0) 3,Y (Sl § 5 el gl (Jla
bl 5 e o Son b oK g5 101,45 cp e

e 201008 Jil Pl e Lisy wa 5 ool Ll anele (V80 ) ) o S Ol

oo 55 10L8 sl Pl e b aer ol ol (V80 0) s S 0l

A5 0L o Pl g Wb aer 5 00,00 e s el ()l 0le) oy (V80 Y) s Sos Ol

2 0 1S DL 015 50 Dl D5k S e ol Ol (V80 1) I S 0L

TONONI, fabio (¥ + YY). Hyperculture: Culture and Globalisation. Journal of Comparative Literature and Aesthetics. ¢1 (Y), Y¢o-10),
. . - Z
) slaell

Singh, Shubham (Y + Y1) Data statistics, https://www.demandsage.com/netflix-subscribers./.

Palo, Paola (Y + YY) Data collected from IMDb website, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Netflix_Original Movies.svg.

Curry, David (Y + Y1) Netflix key statistics, https://www.businessofapps.com/data/netflix-statistics./.

Refrences
Esfandiyari, Shahab (Y + V). Iranian cinema and globalization: nation, transnational , and Islamic. Tranlated by: Masoud ohadi. Tehran: Soroush
Publishing [In Pesian].

Hall, Stuart & Grossberg, Lawrence (Y + V). Critical dialogues in cultural studies Identity. Translated by: Siyavash gholiour, Alireza moradi.
Tehran: Research Center For Culture, Art And Communications [In Persian]

Han, Byung-chul (Y ) £). The scent of time. Translated by: farida farnoodfar. Tehran: cheshmeh Press [In Persian].


https://www.demandsage.com/netflix-subscribers/
https://www.businessofapps.com/data/netflix-statistics/

Han, Byung-chul (Y + Y ¢). The crisis of narration. Translated by: koorosh ghaniyon. Theran: Mirdashti Publication [In Persian].
Han, Byung-chul (Y +Y9). Saving beauty. Translated by: roya monajem. Tehran: Elm Publication [In Persian].
Han, Byung-chul (Y ) +). The Burnout Society. Translated by: roya monajem. Tehran: Elm Publication [In Persian].

Jones, Andrew (Y V). Globalization: key thinkers. Translated by: Masoud Karbasiyan, Hamayak Avedis yans. Tehran: Cheshmeh Publication [In
Persian].

McDonald, kevin & Smith-rowsey Daniel (Y YY). The Netflix Effect: Technology and Entertainment in the 21st Century. Translated by:
Ahmadreza Baligh. Tehran: Sooremehr Publication [In Persian].

Rabetson, roland (¥« YV). Globalization: Social Theory and Global Culture. Translated by: Kamal Pouladi. Tehran: Saless Publications [In
Persian].

Saeidi, roohalamin (Y + +A). Culture Industry (An Inquiry into the Thought of the Frankfurt School). Journal of Politics rahavard, ¥V (), Y3-9A,
[In Persian]



