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Extended Abstract

Introduction: The war between Ukraine and Russia, which began in February
2022, constitutes a significant geopolitical event, not only due to its strategic im-
plications but also because of the unprecedented volume of international media
coverage. This coverage has created a competitive arena in which various actors
pursue political, ideological, and informational objectives through news networks.
In the information age, characterized by widespread access to real-time report-
ing, the representation and framing of events by media outlets play a critical role
in shaping public opinion, influencing international discourse, and potentially af-
fecting states’ foreign policies. This study, through a comparative analysis of two
news channels—BBC Persian and RT (formerly Russia Today)—examines their
distinct representations and narrative constructions of the Ukraine-Russia war,
identifying fundamental differences in their media approaches. The significance
of this research lies in understanding how government-affiliated or ideologically
oriented media influence public perception regarding an international conflict.
Methods: This study employs a qualitative approach, utilizing narrative analysis
and framing theory to examine the news content of BBC Persian and RT. Narra-
tive analysis enables the identification of the stories constructed by media outlets
about the war, including their narrative structures, characterizations, and implicit
messages. Framing theory serves as an analytical tool for identifying how media
outlets select and emphasize certain aspects of reality while downplaying others,
thereby shaping audience understanding of an event. Sampling was purposive,
focusing on sensitive and pivotal periods of the war. The sample comprised 28
news days from four specific weeks between February 2022 (the onset of Russia’s
full-scale invasion) and late 2023. This extended timeframe and selection of crit-
ical periods allowed for the examination of media developments and responses
across various stages of the conflict. The selected samples included coverage of
key events, enabling an extensive analysis of both textual and visual data. The data
were systematically coded and categorized to identify specific framing patterns
and narrative elements in the coverage of both channels.

Results: The findings indicate significant differences in the narrative construction
and framing approaches of BBC Persian and RT concerning the Ukraine-Russia
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war. RT primarily emphasized specific frames. In its coverage, RT focused on a
“foreign policy” frame, portraying the war as a direct consequence of the actions
and decisions of Western countries—particularly NATO and the United States—
allegedly threatening Russia’s security. Additionally, a “war” frame was promi-
nent, emphasizing the military dimensions of Russia’s “special military operation”
and frequently reporting Russian military successes and the “liberation” of certain
areas. Another key frame was “attribution of responsibility,” which attributed the
initiation and continuation of the war to Ukraine and its government. The primary
objective of this frame was to reinforce the official Russian government narrative
and legitimize its military actions, clearly presenting Ukraine as the provocateur
and principal responsible party. Conversely, BBC Persian adopted a different ap-
proach. The channel focused on a “human interest” frame (popular movements
and resistance), highlighting the resilience of the Ukrainian people, national unity,
and international solidarity against the Russian invasion. Attention to civilians and
their plight underscored the human dimensions of the catastrophe. Moreover, the
“foreign policy” frame was also prominent on BBC Persian but with a different
orientation, focusing on the condemnation of Russia’s actions, violations of in-
ternational law, and alleged war crimes. BBC Persian consistently reported on
infrastructure destruction, displacement of populations, and accusations against
the Russian military, reflecting a pro-Ukrainian and anti-Russian stance.
Conclusion: The findings demonstrate that the differences in framing the Ukraine
war by BBC Persian and RT are not merely the result of divergent interpretations
of events. Rather, they reflect fundamentally contrasting and purposeful media
policies employed by each channel to shape public opinion regarding the conflict.
RT mirrored the Russian state narrative, seeking to justify Russia’s military oper-
ations and attribute responsibility for the war to Ukraine and the West. In contrast,
BBC Persian advanced a Western, pro-Ukrainian narrative, emphasizing the hu-
man consequences of the war. These framing differences likely influence not only
audiences’ understanding of the factual dimensions of the conflict but also their
attitudes, beliefs, and potential reactions. This research underscores the impor-
tance of critically analyzing news sources and illustrates how media, by selecting
and emphasizing certain aspects of reality while omitting others, can function as a
powerful tool for directing public opinion in international conflicts.

Keywords: Framing, News networks, Russia Today, Ukraine-Russia.
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