Analyzing the Reflection of Local Culture in Emerging Handicrafts
(A Case Study of Emerging Handicrafts in the Villages of Qeshm and Hormoz Islands)

Extended Abstract

Introduction: Local culture, being an evolving set of collective beliefs, habits, stories, and aesthetic values, holds a vital role in
establishing collective identity and maintaining cultural continuity. As one of the most apparent aspects of local culture,
handicrafting holds a pivotal role in being an intersection of culture, economy, and intergenerational transmission of knowledge
at the same time. In this sense, the islands of Qeshm and Hormoz, in the province of Hormozgan in Iran, an Iranian province in
Southern Iran, represent a special case because of their distinctive cultural legacy, geographic characteristics, and a historically
rich interregional cultural exchange in relation to the Persian Gulf region. The last decades have seen, in addition to traditional
handicrafts which have deep roots in the region, such as embroidery, mat-weaving, pottery, and mask-making (borqa‘) in Qeshm
and Hormoz, a phenomenon of a new generation of handicrafts emerging in these regions. Among these handicrafts, which have
emerged under community-oriented artistic projects, are earthen painting behind glass, fabric collage painting behind glass, and
wood painting. The emergence of these handicrafts gives rise to an interesting question with regards to in which manner culture
in this region is articulated in these new forms of art. Therefore, in consideration of these matters, this research project aims to
interpret local culture in emerging handicrafts in Qeshm and Hormoz Island villages. The research questions include: (1) What
influence does local culture have in emerging handicraft design, language, and production? Additionally, research question two
inquires: (Y) What significance do emerging handicrafts have in developing cultural identity?

Methods: The study takes a basic, descriptive-analytical research approach. Data were obtained using a combination of library
research, fieldwork observation, open interviews with local artisans, and analysis of handicraft product samples. A purposeful
sampling technique was used to identify samples of local handicrafts which were being actively developed and participating in
contemporary local life. The study focused on eleven traditional handicraft sectors and three developing handicraft sectors based
on emphasis on production materials, methods, visual designs, color schemes, cultural elements, and sustainability.

Interviews with local artisans, mainly females, with the artist and teacher who initiated a majority of these handicraft sectors,
offered information on skill transfer, creative innovation, and incorporation into local economies.

Results: The findings show that new handicrafts in Hormozgan province are very much affected by local culture in both direct
and indirect ways. The direct impact can be observed in using local stories, myths, and folklores such as local legends and
symbolic female figures, and in representing local dresses and local visual identity. The indirect impact can be observed in using
local color combinations embedded in local culture, local ornamental patterns based on local embroidery designs, and local
significance of local materials despite using different handicraft materials in new handicraft designs. Even though new handicraft
designs are different in terms of handicraft materials and handicraft methods, their visual composition and aesthetics are very
much based on local culture.

Discussion: The analysis further shows that new handicrafts serve as a bridge in culture from tradition to modern art. Through
the use of local materials such as natural dyes, fabrics from traditional clothes, and invasive woods, this serves not only as an
environmentally responsive activity but an important way to maintain cultural distinctiveness. Furthermore, this serves to
economically empower women in particular through income generation opportunities associated with tourism. As far as
practitioners are concerned, being engaged with new handicrafts promotes a new sense of ownership and creative agency.
Emerging handicrafts represent not a simple product but a meaningful cultural product which articulates local identity in a
manner understandable to a larger audience. However, there are challenges in this regard, which include a lack of proper
documentation, overdependence on tourism, and aesthetic standardization. In conclusion, the study demonstrates that emerging
handicrafts in Qeshm and Hormoz are not a rupture from tradition, but rather a continuation and reconfiguration of local culture
through innovative artistic practices. By embedding cultural narratives, visual symbols, and environmental awareness into new
forms, these handicrafts support cultural sustainability, reinforce local identity, and contribute to socio-economic resilience.

Keywords: Local culture, emerging handicrafts, Hormozgan, earthen painting, cultural sustainability
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Analyzing the reflection of local culture in emerging handicrafts
(Case study: emerging industries in the villages of Qeshm and Hormoz islands)

The study of local culture is one of the key areas in cultural and artistic research. Local culture encompasses shared customs,
beliefs, narratives, and clothing styles that reflect the collective identity of a community. This study aims to analyze the reflection
of local culture in the emerging handicrafts of villages in Qeshm and Hormoz Islands. The research is fundamental in nature and
employs a descriptive—analytical approach. Data were collected through field observations, interviews with local artists, and library
resources. Purposeful sampling was used to select representative cases.

The main objective of the research is to identify the characteristics of Hormozgan’s handicrafts and to examine the influence
of local culture on their formation. The findings indicate that emerging handicrafts such as earthen painting behind glass, fabric
painting, and wood painting—alongside traditional crafts long practiced in the region—serve as a creative bridge between visual
arts and handicraft traditions. These artworks are deeply inspired by the natural environment, color palette, and social beliefs of the
local culture. In addition to their cultural and aesthetic value, they also contribute to the economic empowerment of local
communities and are popular souvenirs among tourists visiting southern Iran.

In conclusion, the interaction between local culture and contemporary art can be regarded as a sustainable cultural model that
supports both heritage preservation and community development.

Keywords: Local culture, emerging handicrafts, earthen painting, fabric painting, sustainable cultural development.
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