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Introduction: With the exponential growth of digital platforms and shifting media consumption patterns, game
streaming has rapidly emerged as a prominent sector in Iran's digital economy. This surge, evidenced by data indicating
nearly half of the country's population engages with digital games, has cultivated a vibrant ecosystem of content
creators and viewers. However, this rapid expansion has occurred in the absence of a structured regulatory framework,
creating a significant strategic gap in the governance of Iran’s digital media. This lack of clear oversight has led to
multifaceted challenges, including the widespread influence of foreign platforms, the circulation of unregulated
content that diverges from cultural norms, non-transparent economic transactions, and potential cybersecurity threats.
This research aims to address this gap by designing a comprehensive and localized regulatory model for game
streaming governance in Iran. Grounded in the theoretical framework of Collaborative Governance, the study seeks
to propose a balanced approach that ensures effective oversight while preserving creative freedoms and fostering
innovation in this burgeoning digital entertainment sector.

Methods: —This study employs a qualitative research approach utilizing grounded theory methodology to
systematically investigate the complexities of game streaming regulation in Iran. Data was collected through two
primary channels: semi-structured interviews with domain experts and comprehensive document analysis of existing
legal frameworks, policy documents, and international best practices. Participants for the interviews were selected
using purposive and snowball sampling techniques to ensure a diverse representation of stakeholders, including
content creators, platform operators, regulatory officials, and academic researchers. Theoretical saturation was
achieved after conducting ten in-depth interviews with key informants who possess extensive experience in digital
media regulation, gaming industry operations, and policy development. The collected data was analyzed using a three -
stage coding process characteristic of grounded theory: open coding for initial concept identification, axial coding for
establishing relationships between categories, and selective coding for developing the core theoretical framework. The
entire analytical process was systematically managed using MAXQDA software to ensure methodological rigor and
facilitate a thorough interpretation of the data.

Results: The findings reveal that effective regulation of game streaming in Iran is influenced by a dynamic interplay
of technological, cultural, economic, and legal factors. The study identified eight primary causal conditions
necessitating regulatory intervention: technological transformation, unregulated growth, cultural divergence, financial
irregularities, legal inadequacies, cybersecurity threats, institutional passivity, and uncontrolled user interactions.
Technological advances, particularly the proliferation of high-speed mobile internet, have expanded content
distribution but have also deepened the dependency on foreign platforms due to inadequate domestic infrastructure.
Significant cultural concerns were documented, including the normalization of inappropriate content and the erosion
of traditional values among young audiences. The economic analysis uncovered substantial but non-transparent
revenue flows through unofficial channels, raising concerns about financial irregularities and tax evasion. The legal
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examination highlighted the absence of clear intellectual property protections, insufficient sanctions for violations,
and overlapping jurisdictional responsibilities among regulatory bodies, which create significant enforcement
challenges and legal uncertainty for industry stakeholders.

Discussion: The proposed regulatory model advocates for a comprehensive, participatory, and adaptive approach to
game streaming governance that moves beyond traditional command-and-control paradigms. The framework is built
on several strategic pillars, including intelligent legal codification, sustainable financial support for domestic
platforms, systematic human capacity building, and robust digital infrastructure development. It emphasizes the need
for clear and enforceable legal guidelines that provide certainty for the industry while maintaining the flexibility to
adapt to technological evolution. The model recommends targeted financial support for local content creation and tax
incentives for compliant operators to foster a healthy domestic ecosystem. Furthermore, it calls for comprehensive
digital literacy programs for regulators, creators, and users to promote responsible online engagement. A key
component of the framework is the establishment of collaborative, multi-stakeholder governance structures where
regulatory institutions, platform operators, content creators, and user communities actively participate in decision-
making. This approach aims to establish an optimal equilibrium between effective regulatory oversight and the
preservation of creative expression, entrepreneurial innovation, and user autonomy. Ultimately, the model seeks to
promote the sustainable development of Iran's game streaming industry while safeguarding national cultural values
and safety interests,,
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