(:

Lod ‘ /0 Al
AT

bl
Scientific Quarterly

of Culture Studies-
Communication

Summer 2026

N

Scientific Quarterly of Culture Studies- Communication
Vol. 27, Series. 106, No. 74, Summer 2026/ 163 - 188
d ) https://doi.org/10.22083/jccs.2025.522015.4037

Scientific- ResearchArticle

Satanism in the TV series "Supernatural

Mohammad Hosein Deliri Rad, Department of Theology and Islamic Studies, Go.C., Islamic Azad
University, Gorgan, Iran. Email: h.deliri@iau.ac.ir

Abolfazl Ebrahimi Ozineh, Department of Theology and Islamic Studies, AZ.C., Islamic Azad university,
Azadshahr, Iran. (Corresponding author) Email: Ab.Ebrahimi39@iau.ac.ir

Kobra Nodehi, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Go.C., Islamic Azad University,
Gorgan, Iran. Email: Kobra.Nodehi@jiau.ac.ir

Extended Abstract

Introduction: T hisstudyexploreshowthelong- runningAmerican television se-
riesSupernatural (2005-2020) incorporatesand representsthe themesand sym-
bols of Satanism. Through its narrative structure, character development, and
symbolic imagery, the series reconfigures traditional religious concepts such as
good, evil, God, and Satan. Western media, particularly television series, have
increasingly engaged in the secularization oreven subversion ofsacred narratives,
oftenreshapingthem into dramatized and accessible forms. The present research
investigatesthe waysin which Supernatural contributesto thiscultural discourse
byportrayingdemonic figures, satanicrituals,and mythologicalelementsin ways
that subtly or explicitly promote a satanic worldview.

Methods: T he research isqualitative in nature and adoptsthe method ofCritical
DiscourseAnalysis(CDA), focusingonselectedepisodesin which thepresenceof
satanic symbols, themes, and charactersismostevident. Sampling waspurposive,
targetingscenesthatinclude directorindirectreferencesto satanic elements. The
analysis was conducted at three levels:

* Textual level: visual and linguistic symbols (e.g., obelisks, pentagrams, heavy
metalmusic),

* Semantic level: recurring motifssuch asthe death ofGod, glorification of de-
mons, and the inversion of moral binaries,

*Discursive level: broader cultural and ideological narratives, including the nor-
malization ofSatanism and the critique oftraditional religiousauthority.
Analyticaltoolsincluded semiotic analysis, narrative structure review, and inter-
textualcomparison with religiousand mythologicalsources.

Results: Findingsindicate that Supernatural systematically employssatanic sym-
bolsand mythologicalreferencesto construct anarrative in which traditional bi-
naries- suchasgood/eviland God/Satan- areblurredorreversed. Demonicfigures
are frequently humanized or portrayed sympathetically, while divine figuresare
often absent, passive, or discredited. Specific symbols like the obelisk (derived
from Egyptianand M esopotamianmythology),thepentagram (usedinbothpro-
tectiveand inverted satanic contexts), and heavy metalmusic (associated with re-
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bellion,nihilism,andanti- religioussentiment) arerecurrentthroughouttheseries
and serve asideological cues. Additionally, many ofthe demonsdepicted in the
seriesare rooted in historical, biblical, or folkloric traditions(e.g., Lilith, Azazel,
Leviathan), butarereinterpreted to serve newnarrative functions.

Discussion: The analysisrevealsthat Supernatural functionsnot merely asenter-
tainmentbutasaculturalproductembedded in contemporary Western discourse
that challengestraditional religious worldviews. By integrating satanic elements
into apopular format, the series facilitates a gradual redefinition ofspiritual and
moralvalues,aligningwithbroaderpatternsofsecularizationandpostmodernam-
biguity. The series exemplifieshow media can become a vehicle for ideological
transformation, subtly reshaping public perceptionsofthe sacred, the demonic,
and the moral. In doing so, Supernatural reflectsand reinforcesa growing skep-
ticism toward institutional religion and presentsanarrative framework in which
demonic forces are not only relatable but sometimes more rational or just than
divineauthority.

Keywords: Television series, Supernatural, Satanism, representation.
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