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Extended Abstract

Introduction: The article examines the foundational document of the Islamic-Ira-
nian model of progress. The question regarding expectations from such a model
plays a significant role in assessing its quality, as the primary purpose of drafting
such documents is to fill theoretical gaps in the country’s development discourse.
From this perspective, the core assumption behind preparing this document is
the failure to achieve certain societal goals in Iran over past decades, despite the
partial implementation of conventional development models. Moreover, the new
document must present innovative perspectives in relation to previous upstream
documents and cannot merely repeat or affirm prior knowledge. Instead, its prob-
lem-solving and creative approaches should be assessable and reliable, especial-
ly when compared to the national vision document for the twenty-year horizon
(2005-2025). Additionally, the document must clarify its stance in relation to the
2030 Agenda.

Methods: Document analysis and comparative analysis methods have been used
to address the aforementioned questions. Accordingly, reference to domestic and
foreign documents related to long-term perspectives and conventional develop-
ment has been considered through the method of document analysis. While the
matching of the claims and assumptions of the document about the process of
emergence of the modern Islamic civilization with the experience of the emer-
gence of modern civilization as well as pre-modern civilizations has been carried
out through comparative analysis.

Findings : The findings show that the proposed model pays limited attention to the
historical formation of Western civilization and pre-modern civilizations. It leans
somewhat toward economic liberalism and methodological individualism. Despite
emphasizing Islamic foundations, it lacks a coherent internal and external logic to
realize its stated goals. It shows no significant difference from similar domestic
documents and fails to adopt a clear position regarding external frameworks. Con-
sequently, it is unlikely to meet existing expectations. Given these premises, it ap-
pears that if the driving force behind the 2030 Agenda is the concept of “equality,”
then in the Islamic-Iranian model of progress, this role is attributed to the idea of
“justice.” However, this justice -paradoxically- is expected to be realized through



Abstract

the application of methodological individualism and economic liberalism. Mean-
while, employing such an approach in the economic domain inevitably transforms
other social spheres, whether intentionally or not. Consequently, pursuing foun-
dational principles and ideals through a free-market system seems unattainable,
as this framework entails specific implications among them, the transformation
of economic capital into the primary source of virtue production and the determi-
nant of individuals’ social status. Therefore, as observed, this article evaluated the
progress document from various angles and concluded that the document failed to
provide the necessary quality.

Keywords: Modernity, Development, The United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sus-
tainable Development, Islamic-Iranian Model of Progress, Methodological Indi-
vidualism.
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