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Extended Abstract

Introduction: In today’s world, animations play a significant role in the sociali-
zation process of children. This study, using qualitative content analysis and fo-
cusing on the animated series PJ Masks, examines the potential of the superhero
subgenre in the moral education of children. The theoretical framework of this
research is based on Bandura’s social learning theory and Piaget’s socialization
theory, demonstrating how superhero animations can convey concepts such as the
conflict between good and evil, moral dilemmas, and the decision-making process
of characters to children. This study particularly emphasizes that heroic narra-
tives, through the precise design of narrative, visual, and auditory elements, have
a high capacity for transmitting moral values and can serve as an effective tool in
the moral upbringing of children. Additionally, animations, utilizing storytelling
techniques, character design, and audiovisual effects, can present complex moral
concepts in an engaging and comprehensible manner for children. These elements
collectively contribute to an immersive and impactful learning experience that
extends beyond mere entertainment, fostering ethical reasoning and emotional in-
telligence in young viewers.

Methods: This study adopts a qualitative approach and employs narrative content
analysis. Data were collected through direct observation, extraction of dialogues
and character actions, and supplementary resource analysis. The extracted data
were examined based on three main axes: 1) learning through observation and
modeling (based on Bandura’s theory), 2) social interactions and the process of
socialization (based on Piaget’s theory), and 3) enhancing children’s moral skills
through exposure to complex situations. In this regard, efforts were made to ana-
lyze moral components not only in terms of content but also in terms of narrative
techniques and visual representation. Furthermore, detailed visual aspects such as
color schemes, impactful music, and scene composition in conveying moral mes-
sages were examined. These aspects provide a holistic approach to understanding
how moral lessons are embedded in the medium of animation, ensuring that ethical
principles are communicated in a way that is accessible and relatable for children.
Findings: The findings reveal that the animated series PJ Masks facilitates chil-
dren’s moral education across three key dimensions: moral propositional knowl-
edge, moral knowledge by acquaintance, and moral skills. Through dramatic
storytelling, visual and auditory elements, and character interactions, the show
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indirectly conveys ethical concepts such as justice, forgiveness, kindness, and
collaboration, allowing children to internalize these values without direct indoc-
trination. Regarding moral knowledge by acquaintance, children develop an un-
derstanding of emotional consequences—such as remorse, guilt, or moral satis-
faction—Dby observing characters’ successes and failures, supported by expressive
design and narrative structures that simulate real-life ethical dilemmas. Finally,
the series enhances moral skills including judgment, emotional regulation, and
moral imagination by placing characters in challenging situations that require con-
flict resolution, self-restraint, and cooperative problem-solving, thereby providing
children with practical models for navigating ethical challenges in their own lives.
Conclusion: The findings of this study indicate that superhero animations, in ad-
dition to their entertainment function, have significant potential in fostering moral
virtues such as justice, empathy, responsibility, and altruism. Furthermore, this
research underscores that the deliberate use of such content should hold a spe-
cial place in strategies for children’s moral education in today’s media landscape.
These findings can serve as a foundation for educational policymaking and the
production of appropriate media content for children. Moreover, it is recommend-
ed that educators and parents consciously leverage this potential and critically
analyze media content to maximize its positive impact on children’s moral de-
velopment. Future research can explore the influence of these models in other
animation genres and develop optimized methods for integrating entertainment
and moral education in children’s media. Additionally, interdisciplinary studies
involving psychology, education, and media studies could provide further insights
into the cognitive and emotional processes through which children assimilate mor-
al lessons from animations. Expanding research on how diverse cultural contexts
shape children’s reception of moral narratives in animation can further refine our
understanding of the effectiveness of media-based moral education strategies.

Keywords: Superhero animations, Children’s moral education, Moral proposi-
tional knowledge, Moral knowledges by acquaintance, Moral skills, PJ Masks.
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