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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Since the victory of the Islamic Revolution, Africa has occupied
a distinct and strategic position in the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, a priority consistently emphasized in the statements and directives of the
Supreme Leader. As a key dimension of public and cultural diplomacy, cultural
relations have been regarded as an important instrument for strengthening Iranys
external engagement and expanding cooperation with African countries. Against
the backdrop of Africars growing geopolitical importance, abundant natural and
human resources, and shared historical experiences of anti-colonial struggle, the
continent offers significant opportunities for enhancing Iranys cultural presence.
This study aims to identify and analyze the opportunities and strategic orientations
of Iranys cultural diplomacy toward Africa based on the statements and directives
of the Supreme Leader, with the objective of explaining the foundations of Iranys
cultural engagement on the continent.

Methods: This study adopts a qualitative descriptive-analytical approach. The em-
pirical data consist of the official statements, speeches, messages, and published
works of the Supreme Leader related to cultural diplomacy, international relations,
and Africa. The theoretical framework is based on Alexander Wendt>s construc-
tivist theory, which conceptualizes social structures through three interconnect-
ed dimensions: semantic (normative and ideational), interest-based, and material
structures. The data were analyzed using thematic analysis to identify recurring
themes, concepts, and strategic orientations. Data collection relied on documen-
tary sources, including academic publications, official websites, and the official
archive of the Supreme Leadens statements. This methodological approach pro-
vides a comprehensive understanding of the ideational and cultural foundations of
Iran>s approach to Africa.

Findings: The findings indicate that the opportunities for Iranys cultural diploma-
cy in Africa can be understood across Wendtys three structural dimensions.
Within the semantic structure, the most significant opportunities include a shared
historical memory of colonialism, common anti-hegemonic narratives, the role of
Muslim and transnational civic activism, the favorable perception of Iran and the
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discourse of the Islamic Revolution in parts of Africa, strong religious affinities
through devotion to the Ahlul Bayt among many African Muslims, and Iran)s im-
age as a symbol of resistance and scientific self-reliance.

Within the interest structure, the analysis identifies opportunities for strengthening
Muslim solidarity, expanding cooperation among independent states, promoting
mutual capacity-building through scientific, technological, and cultural exchang-
es, utilizing multilateral institutions such as the African Union and the Organi-
zation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), and pursuing shared strategic interests in
regional and international affairs.

Within the material structure, Africays abundant natural resources, youthful popu-
lation, economic potential, rich civilizational heritage, the presence of Shiite com-
munities in numerous African countries, and the existing network of Iranian edu-
cational and cultural institutions constitute important material assets for expanding
cultural diplomacy.

Conclusion: The findings suggest that Africa represents a strategically important
arena for the Islamic Republic of Iranys cultural diplomacy. Beyond its material
resources, the continent provides substantial ideational and cultural opportunities,
including shared anti-colonial experiences, justice-oriented narratives, anti-he-
gemonic perspectives, and religious and cultural affinities. These commonalities
provide a favorable foundation for strengthening cultural engagement and expand-
ing bilateral and multilateral cooperation.

From a constructivist perspective, the semantic, interest-based, and material di-
mensions mutually reinforce the potential for deeper Iran—Africa relations. Ex-
isting cultural institutions and educational networks further strengthen the op-
erational capacity of Iran>s cultural diplomacy. The study therefore argues that
cultural diplomacy constitutes an important complement to political and econom-
ic engagement and can contribute to enhancing Iranys soft power and long-term
relations with African countries. Overall, the findings support the argument that
expanding cultural diplomacy with Africa represents a significant strategic oppor-
tunity within Iran»s broader foreign policy framework.

Keywords: Cultural Diplomacy, Islamic Revolution, Africa, Opportunity, Strate-
gy, Supreme Leader, Constructivism, Soft Power.
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