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Extended Abstract

This article explores how meaning and order are attributed to the world through
values and ends. Values provide significance and impose order, particularly
through moral and practical norms that define “what ought to be.” Modern ap-
proaches, however, have shifted this inquiry to a descriptive scientific perspective,
analyzing how order emerges. A key challenge in studying ideal order scientifi-
cally is its unfulfilled nature, making it seem unsuitable for empirical analysis.
The article examines Friedrich von Hayek’s solutions to this issue, influenced
by Neo-Kantian Heinrich Rickert. Hayek, adopting an agnostic epistemology,
denied direct knowledge of reality and emphasized rational reconstruction over
mere observation. Within this framework, social order is not given but must be
reconstructed by the subject to be scientifically studied. The article questions the
premises in Hayek’s thought that justify this reconstructive approach and make it
non-arbitrary.

Influenced by the Neo-Kantians, Hayek views the world as lacking inherent ra-
tional qualities and emphasizes the need for self-awareness regarding the limi-
tations of the human mind. For him, the totality of reality is infinite, and given
the limitations of human reason, access to it is impossible. Based on this prem-
ise, he concludes that knowledge is possible only through abstraction or concept
formation. In Hayek’s view, the manner of abstraction or conceptual formation
shapes our understanding of the world. In this sense, abstraction or conceptual
formation is an epistemological necessity that enables knowledge. Accordingly,
the “validity” of abstraction (or conceptual formation as an epistemological neces-
sity facilitating scientific knowledge) does not stem from external, actual reality,
but from the way reality is understood and conceptually constructed. This article
argues that the claim of necessity in scientific knowledge, according to Rickert,
is conditioned by the primacy of practical reason, and in Hayek’s thought by the
primacy of the abstract. In other words, epistemological necessity is conditioned
by a normative necessity. A point of convergence between Hayek and Rickert is
their normative view on the source of validity. For Rickert, the theoretical values
of practical reason are the source of validity; for Hayek, abstract rules serve this



Abstract

function. According to this view, a normative concept such as the ideal order as-
sumes a Janus-faced character: on the one hand, it is a goal to be realized, and on
the other, it is an entity that can be the object of descriptive study.

This article, while elucidating the logical precedence of “the normative” over the
description or scientific study of the ideal order in Hayek’s views and those of his
intellectual predecessors, clarifies the boundaries of the scientific study of con-
cepts such as ideal order and open society. For Hayek, the limitations of human
reason form the basis of his argument for the primacy of action and the legitimacy
of individual freedom within spontaneous orders. The limitations of the human
mind and its incurable ignorance define the framework for the scientific study of
the open society. He believes that acknowledging ignorance is essential to under-
standing society. Hayek asserts that a “civilized” individual may indeed be more
ignorant-perhaps even more so than some “savages”-and yet still benefit greatly
from the civilization in which they live. Thus, human limitations in knowledge
are closely connected to individual freedom. Any claim to absolute knowledge
inherently restricts human freedom. The freedom Hayek advocates is negative, or
non-substantive, characterized by its relational, formal nature.

This article emphasizes that Hayek’s concept of spontaneous order is based on for-
mal, negative, and abstract rules, rather than on positive goals. This spontaneous
order comprises a set of “what should not be done” principles that are revealed
through an evolutionary process. Its rules are historically contingent, yet not en-
tirely bound by past events, but rather by an evolutionary history. For Hayek,
an advanced society can no longer rely on common goals, as reality lacks any
intrinsic end and cannot be a source of values or norms. In a complex society or-
ganized by the division of labor, consensus on shared goals becomes unattainable.
Therefore, impersonal order, based on universal and general laws applicable to all,
is the only feasible method for organizing an advanced society. This impersonal,
spontaneous order, which emerges through an evolutionary process, depends on
something beyond intelligent design and planning. However, the self-regulating
social-economic order that Hayek presents as the product of evolutionary process-
es is ultimately a form of “functional illusion” with epistemological and ideolog-
ical significance. Spontaneous order is a utopia that is never meant to be realized,
just as key concepts like “equilibrium” and “evolution” do not reflect empirical
objective reality. Nonetheless, in Hayek’s thought, these concepts become reified;
hence, critique should not be limited to merely contrasting them with empirical
realities but should address the reification of such concepts. As Adorno and Hork-
heimer assert in Dialectic of Enlightenment, “all reification is a forgetting.” Illu-
minating the regulative, normative, non-empirical, and hypothetical nature of such
fundamental concepts in social sciences is thus a form of critical action.
Keywords: Necessity; Concept Formation; Rickert; Primacy of Practical Reason;
Primacy of the Abstract.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Objective: This study aims to propose a regulatory framework for the governance
of audiovisual media in Iran.

Method: The philosophical underpinning of this study is interpretivism, with an
inductive research approach. From a methodological perspective, the study falls
under the category of qualitative research. The research strategy adopted is the
grounded theory method, conducted during the period of 2022-2024 (1401-1403
in the Iranian calendar). Data collection methods include semi-structured inter-
views and a review of higher-level documents concerning the regulation of online
audiovisual media services governance in Iran. Participants in this research en-
compass three key groups: media industry (market) managers, media experts and
specialists, and media regulatory managers. For simultaneous data analysis, the
study employed the three-stage coding process of open, axial, and selective cod-
ing. In the open coding stage, the transcribed interviews were coded line by line,
with the aim of conceptualizing and representing the data. During axial coding,
categories were formed, and relationships among them were represented based on
continuous and iterative comparisons between codes, categories, interview tran-
scripts, and memos. These categories were organized into a paradigmatic model
(Figure 3) to systematically analyze the data and reflect on the relationships among
categories. In the final stage, selective coding, a storyline was developed, and the
final connections between the central phenomenon and other main categories were
established. It is important to note that constant comparative analysis, theoretical
sampling, theoretical sensitivity, and memo-writing were adhered to throughout
all stages of the research process.

Results: The findings revealed that the causal conditions include objectives (meeting the
interests of social, governmental, and media industry stakeholders) and factors necessi-
tating regulation (changes in the media landscape, shifts in governance roles, changes in
media stakeholders, safeguarding users’ rights, the intermediary role of regulatory insti-
tutions, and governance’s need for regulation). The contextual conditions were identified
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as core values, media values, regulatory values, Islamic values, prevailing norms legiti-
mizing governance, co-regulation, self-regulation, and, ultimately, the preferred model
of multifaceted regulation. Intervening conditions include the types of regulatory bodies,
the scope of regulation, and the challenges and obstacles faced by regulatory institutions.
The central phenomenon-designing a media regulatory system-comprises mechanisms
for behavior modification, organizational form (e.g., independence, horizontal and vertical
configurations of media regulatory institutions), and the main indices of media regulation.
The conditions of actions and reactions include the primary functions and responsibili-
ties of regulation and the establishment of a regulatory system. The outcomes include the
application of a regulatory framework, performance evaluation of regulatory institutions,
monitoring and adjustments, and the realization of convergent regulation (implementing
agreements, overcoming regulatory divergence, shifting towards a persuasive approach,
integrating solutions for media issues, fostering media ecosystems, and enforcing regulato-
ry measures). The ultimate consequence is the achievement of public and private benefits.
Conclusions: Media regulation gains significance when the media market is iden-
tified and effective policies are implemented within it. The role of regulatory insti-
tutions in this context is to manage the relationships among stakeholders, including
the government, society, and the media industry, to ensure the realization of public
and private benefits. These institutions must maintain close relationships and col-
laboration with governmental bodies, media owners, and the consuming public.
The primary goal of media regulation is to achieve public and private benefits
based on values such as independence, freedom of exp ression, and professional
ethics. These objectives must be pursued within the framework of laws and social
norms, with transparency. The research indicates that a hybrid regulatory model
(governmental, participatory, and self-regulatory) is the most suitable approach
for the media landscape in Iran. This model includes all stakeholders, reduces
conflicts of interest, and enhances the transparency and legitimacy of regulatory
institutions. To design a media regulatory framework, multiple tools and mecha-
nisms for behavior modification-such as legal, supervisory, economic, and educa-
tional instruments-must be employed. The regulatory institution must incorporate
independence, accountability, transparency, and interaction within its vertical and
horizontal structures. Members of the institution should possess sufficient exper-
tise and experience related to the media industry. The core functions of the regula-
tory institution include rule-making, licensing, monitoring and oversight, dispute
resolution, and ensuring user rights. To succeed, the institution must have a solid
legal foundation and robust governance structure, alongside regular performance
monitoring and evaluation. Ultimately, media regulation should strive for unity
amid diversity, employing integrated approaches to address challenges and issues.
This paradigm shift is pivotal in improving media governance and realizing public
and private benefits in Iran.

Keywords: Media Regulation, Design of Regulatory System, Media Governance,
Audiovisual Media, Media Policy
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Extended Abstract

Introducion: Policy-making is the basic function of the government and the pro-
cess of intervention in order to achieve results and realize its political vision. The
study of public policy seeks to describe and explain government policy and how
to influence and change it. The current research has been carried out with the aim
of designing a model for the marketing policy of cultural and creative goods and
services in the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance, using the theory derived
from the data.

Methods: The research method is of descriptive-applied type, in terms of ori-
entation, it is of fundamental type, and in terms of research goal, it is also of
exploratory-qualitative studies type. The statistical population of the participants
of this research included academic experts and people specializing in the field
of marketing and industries active in the field of cultural and creative goods and
services, the number of samples was selected based on the snowball sampling
method in the number of 30 people. Data collection has been done in the form of
a semi-structured interview. In the data analysis, first, the codes and components
of the design model of the policy model of the marketing of cultural and creative
goods and services were extracted from the interviews and compiled in the form
of the foundation’s data conceptual model. The central category and causal, back-
ground, intervening conditions, strategies and results, formulation and final mod-
el were presented. Then, using the Delphi analysis method, a preliminary model
design questionnaire was presented by experts to modify, confirm and model the
marketing policy of cultural and creative goods and services in the Ministry of
Culture and Islamic Guidance.

Results: According to the results of this research, the main categories of the com-
piled model have included policy factors of marketing of cultural and creative
goods and services. Therefore, based on it, the expected consequences of the poli-
cy model of marketing of cultural and creative goods and services in the Ministry
of Culture and Islamic Guidance can be achieved.

Discussion: Hence, this research investigates the conceptual foundations and
practical implications of creativity and innovation within the realm of creative



Abstract

industries. It begins by outlining how novel and original thinking serves as a driv-
ing force behind economic transformation and the production of new services and
products. Drawing upon a diverse array of theoretical perspectives - including
international frameworks provided by organizations such as the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development and insights from the British Department
for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport- the study positions creativity not merely as an
aesthetic or cultural phenomenon, but as a strategic economic asset that influences
market competitiveness and national development. The theoretical section of the
paper reviews seminal literature on the emergence of creative thinking and its
evolution over time. It discusses how creativity has been conceptualized as both
an individual and collective process, underpinning innovation in various sectors.
The review further examines the interplay between governmental policies, cultural
influences, and technological advancements in shaping the dynamics of creative
industries. In doing so, the article highlights how contemporary economic mod-
els increasingly rely on innovative practices that blend cultural capital with mar-
ket-driven strategies. Methodologically, the study employs a mixed-methods ap-
proach that integrates qualitative content analysis and grounded theory. Through
a series of in-depth interviews and surveys with experts and practitioners, the re-
search captures a wide spectrum of perspectives on the integration of creative pro-
cesses in business and public policy. Data analysis was facilitated by specialized
software, allowing for systematic coding and identification of key themes such
as the strategic application of creative thinking, the role of interdisciplinary col-
laboration, and the impact of evolving cultural and regulatory environments. The
findings indicate that creativity is a multifaceted construct, one that is essential
not only for the development of new products and services but also for fostering
organizational resilience and competitive advantage. The study reveals that suc-
cessful innovation in creative industries hinges on a complex mix of factors, in-
cluding the effective translation of abstract creative ideas into concrete economic
outcomes, the supportive role of policy frameworks, and the capacity for adaptive
learning in rapidly changing market conditions. In conclusion, the research pre-
sents a comprehensive model that bridges the gap between creative ideation and
strategic execution. It calls for managers and policymakers to adopt an integrated
approach that combines adaptive leadership, strategic alignment, and continuous
improvement to fully leverage the potential of creativity in driving economic suc-
cess. By fostering environments that support innovation and by implementing ro-
bust measurement and evaluation systems, organizations can transform creative
insights into sustainable competitive advantages. Future research is encouraged
to explore how emerging technologies and evolving market conditions further im-
pact the role of creativity in strategic management, thus providing ongoing guid-
ance for practitioners seeking to navigate the complexities of modern business
environments.

Keywords: Marketing, Marketing Policy, Cultural and Creative Goods and Services.
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Extended Abstract

The identification of cultural factors influencing the enhancement of the dynamism capa-

bilities of domestic platforms involves studying and analyzing elements that significantly

impact these capabilities.

This exploratory research employs a qualitative method to model cultural factors af-
fecting the enhancement of domestic platforms’ dynamism (vision and future opportuni-
ties). The statistical population included 30 experts and specialists in content production,
interactive platform development, and social media. The researcher reached theoretical
saturation with the 15th participant. Following content analysis, three primary factors and
several sub-factors impacting the enhancement of domestic platforms’ dynamism were
identified:

1. Macro-cultural policy components, including entrepreneurial culture, technology uti-
lization culture, inter-sectoral cooperation culture, learning and education culture, and
innovation support culture.

2. Micro or general cultural components, including the culture of social participation in
local media, promotion of national culture, audience identity-building culture, privacy
preservation culture, and innovation culture among users.

3. Media culture components, including diversity and high-quality content production,
media convergence culture, interactional culture respecting audience preferences,
brand identity growth culture, development culture of platform capabilities, user trust
and security focus culture, and professional-level platform updating and upgrading.

Methodology: Given the importance of this topic, this study adopts a qualitative approach
and utilizes interviews as a tool to identify cultural dimensions impacting the dynamism of
domestic social media from the insights of informed experts. The statistical sample includ-
ed 30 professionals and specialists in content production and interactive platform develop-
ment, reaching theoretical saturation at the 15th participant. The study validated its results
through expert reviews, triangulation, and supervisor coding methods

Findings: The analysis revealed three main components, 16 sub-categories, and 36

sub-components related to “cultural factors influencing the enhancement of the dynamism

capabilities of domestic platforms (vision and future opportunities).” These are categorized
and detailed below:



Abstract

Table 1: Classification of Sub-categories, Sub-components, and Initial Concepts

No Sub-category Sub-components
. 1. Support for business activists in domestic apps; 2. Facilities for business
1 Entrepreneurial culture . .
development in domestic apps.
2 | Technology usage culture 3. Use of domestic apps in organizational communications; 4. Material and
gy usag moral incentives for tech startups.
3 Inter-sectoral cooperation |5. Collaboration between public and private entities; 6. Cooperation among
culture government organizations; 7. University-industry partnerships.
4 Learning and education |8. Creation and expansion of university majors focused on app development; 9.
culture Developing majors for digital economy growth.
. 10. Financial incentives for technological startups; 11. National initiatives to
5 | Innovation support culture
attract global app leaders.
6 Social participation in local | 12. Support for grassroots campaigns on domestic platforms; 13. Broad partici-
media pation across all domestic platforms.
. . 14. Production of cultural content on domestic platforms; 15. Managing content
7 | National culture promotion .
types on domestic platforms.
3 Audience identity-building [16. Developing interactive apps that monitor user preferences; 17. Designing
culture apps tailored to audience interests.
9 | Privacy preservation culture | 18. Ensuring the security of domestic apps; 19. Safeguarding user data.

Innovation culture among

20. Gathering user ideas and feedback; 21. Highlighting active users in specific

10 audiences domains.
1 Diversity and high-quality |22. Diverse domestic platforms by service; 23. Educational content variety; 24.
content News content variety; 25. Specialized content variety.
12 | Media convergence culture 26. Ahgnmept of malr@ream medla‘ with domestic apps; 27. Collaboration
between national media and domestic platforms.
13 Interactlverecsuplzéltre and user 28. Regular user preference monitoring; 29. Highlighting popular domestic apps.
14 Brand identity growth  [30. Investing in global app shares; 31. Providing facilities to domestic apps for
culture brand development.
15 Platform capability devel- 32. Establishing a quality control and rating center for domestic apps.
opment culture
16 User trust and security 33. Providing valuable content to attract users; 34. Maintaining audience privacy.
focus culture
17 Professional platform 35. Short-term planning for feature development; 36. Professional platform
upgrades enhancements.
Table 2: Main and Sub-Components

No. (Main Component Sub-components

1 Macro-cultural |Entrepreneurial culture, Technology usage culture, Inter-sectoral cooperation, Learning

policy and education, Innovation support.
2 Micro/general  [Social participation, National culture promotion, Audience identity-building, Privacy
culture preservation, Audience innovation.
3 Media culture Content diversity, Media convergence, User respect and interaction, Brand identity,

Platform capability development, User security focus, Professional upgrades.

Keywords: Cultural Factors, Social Media, Domestic Platforms, Audience
Growth, Dynamism.
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Extended Abstract:

Introduction: Although many studies have confirmed the impact of social net-
works on the sense of social security, what has been neglected is the transforma-
tion of the role and status of certain components of social security and the reasons
behind these changes. This study aims to investigate the effects of social networks
on the elements and components of social security and to trace the root causes and
dynamics of these transformations.

Methodology: This interpretive qualitative study employs a phenomenological
approach. The statistical population consists of individuals born in the 1970s, se-
lected due to their frequent interaction with and tangible influence from virtual so-
cial networks in daily life. Given the dispersed and anonymous nature of the popu-
lation, purposive snowball sampling was used. Participants were required to meet
two criteria: a minimum of two hours of daily engagement with virtual networks
and at least a bachelor’s degree. Theoretical saturation determined the sample size,
achieved after 27 in-depth semi-structured interviews. Participants detailed their
lived experiences with social networks during these interviews. Validity and relia-
bility were assessed using the Lincoln and Guba evaluation framework. Data anal-
ysis followed the seven-step model developed by Klaizi and Dickelman, rooted in
Husserlian phenomenology.

Findings: Phenomenological analysis of the interviews revealed three overarch-
ing themes: Macro-Theme 1: Social Order and Cohesion: A serious consequence
of social networks is the fading of face-to-face interactions and the resulting re-
duced interdependence among individuals. Disconnected relationships in virtual
spaces hold little significance for users, as most interactions are non-purposeful.
Since social cohesion requires mutual value recognition and obligation, the prev-
alence of artificial identities and lack of social controls in virtual spaces hinder its
achievement. Consequently, social order and cohesion face challenges due to the
erosion of these foundational elements. Macro-Theme 2: Social Health and Secu-
rity: Social health, critical for mitigating societal harms and maintaining security,
is compromised by individuals’ inability to integrate into social frameworks. Fear
and insecurity degrade quality of life, divert energy toward self-protection, and
reduce participation in beneficial social activities. This exacerbates distrust within



Abstract

society, further destabilizing social security. Macro-Theme 3: Life Satisfaction
and Social Welfare: Life satisfaction, though a demographic indicator, reflects ob-
jective socioeconomic conditions. Social welfare assumes the measurability and
comparability of individual well-being, balancing personal and collective welfare.
Employment and income are pivotal, as survival precedes planning for happiness.
Social networks, however, highlight disparities in welfare access, indirectly shap-
ing perceptions of security and satisfaction.

Conclusion: The impact of virtual social networks on social security components
is highly significant. Despite their advantages in facilitating communication, edu-
cation, and information dissemination, their implementation in the studied context
often results in negative outcomes due to inadequate prerequisites. Notably, social
networks have advanced socio-political development by promoting transparency
in governance and exposing governmental policies to public scrutiny. They have
also compelled governments to address corruption reactively, reducing opportuni-
ties for secrecy. Media’s role in clarifying power dynamics and social phenomena
empowers citizens and fosters democratic governance. A critical positive outcome
is the enhancement of educational and informational justice. However, power
structures exploit networks’ persuasive capabilities to manipulate user emotions, a
consequence of inadequate regulatory policies rather than inherent network flaws.
Keywords: Social Security, Phenomenology, Network Society, Social Networks,
1970s birth cohort.
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The Role of Museum Discourse in the Partial Coherence of Conflicting
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Extended Abstract
Introducion: Research on the provenance of artworks has become one of the most
significant areas of museum activity today. During the institutional reforms of
ICOM (1971-1974), provenance and ethical considerations in acquiring artworks
emerged as primary concerns. Today, provenance research and restitution process-
es are essential for museums.
This study analyzes the exhibition A Future for the Past at Kunsthaus Ziirich,
examining the challenges museums face in confronting hidden histories, ensuring
transparency, and adhering to ethical codes. Featuring the Emil Biihrle Collection,
this exhibition provides an opportunity to rethink the display of artworks as a
discursive process. The article also explores how hegemonic museum discourse
engages with controversial issues.
The primary objective is to investigate the role of museums in shaping historical,
political, ethical, and social values in the representation of artworks. Using Laclau
and Moulffe’s discourse analysis, the research argues that all museum practices
derive meaning within specific discursive frameworks. A Future for the Past is
examined as a meaningful intervention within competing discourses.The central
research questions are:
What discourses can be identified within the Kunsthaus Ziirich?
How does the museum attempt to temporarily stabilize meaning through this ex-
hibition?
Which discourse is dominant in the museum’s discursive order, and what identity
is created or reinforced for the museum?
Methods: The study identifies and describes existing discourses using archival
documents, exhibition catalogs, interviews, curatorial panels, and other sources.
According to Laclau and Moulffe, discourse includes linguistic and non-linguistic
elements, such as selection, display, arrangement, and categorization. The study
examines how these discourses form, structure, and become hegemonic.
Results and Discussion: Findings suggest that within the discursive order of the
Kunsthaus Ziirich, competing and conflicting discourses can be identified. The
discourses analyzed in this study include:

1. Historical Discourse: While A Future for the Past claims to focus on prove-



Abstract

nance and Jewish collectors during World War II, critics argue that it down-
plays the fate of looted artworks’ original owners.

2. Artistic Discourse: Frames the museum as a space for aesthetic apprecia-
tion, separating art from historical and ethical concerns. Kunsthaus Ziirich
follows the “art for art’s sake” approach, emphasizing “masterpieces” and
“stylistic diversity.”

3. Ethical Discourse: This discourse seeks to balance the contentious prove-
nance of artworks with the museum’s aesthetic mission.

4. Institutional (Museum) Discourse: Emphasizes the museum’s role as a
public institution, engaging audiences through interactive spaces and dis-
cussions on historical and ethical issues. During controversies, the museum
employs hegemonic interventions to manage tensions

Two dominant macro-discourses emerge:

e Artistic Discourse, emphasizing autonomy and neutrality of artworks.

¢ Ethical Discourse, stressing the museum’s responsibility for provenance.
The conflict between these discourses represents a broader struggle between “eth-
ical responsibility” and “artistic beauty.” Kunsthaus Ziirich prioritizes displaying
artworks, while ethical discourse critiques its decision to exhibit the Emil Biihrle
Collection.

Institutional discourse mediates between artistic and ethical discourses. The muse-
um legitimizes displaying “artistic masterpieces” from World War II while justify-
ing the Biihrle Collection as part of collective memory. This approach marginaliz-
es but does not eliminate ethical discourse, maintaining it as a secondary concern.
The Biihrle Foundation’s statement (June 14, 2024) reaffirms the museum’s com-
mitment to ethical museum guidelines, incorporating “justice” and “adherence to
ethical codes” into its mission.

Conclusion

Just as A Future for the Past challenges the museum’s role in handling controver-
sial collections, this study invites reflection on provenance research and museum
responsibilities. Analyzing how museum discourses emerge and evolve reveals
how museums manage and represent collections and adapt to social changes. Fu-
ture research should explore museums’ broader role beyond exhibiting artworks,
analyze historical museum discourses, and assess adherence to principles such
as equity, social justice, and transparency. These studies can contribute to under-
standing how museums navigate contemporary challenges.

Keywords: Museum Discourse, Laclau and Mouffe’s Theory of Discourse,
Zurich Art Museum(kunsthaus-ziirich), “A Future for the Past” Exhibition,
Provenance Research
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Abstract

The modern world has changed almost everything. If in the past people went to
temples and worshiped gods and had religion, today they go to “media” instead
of temples and worship celebrities and famous people instead of gods. Influencers
are no longer exclusively actors or singers and include a wide range of influential
groups in new media. These famous people are intelligent and opinionated people
who are called influencers in cyberspace and have a great influence on their audi-
ence and have the ability to direct and guide their decisions

Purpose: This research focuses on one of the pillars of an ideal society, namely
the institution of media or, more specifically, social networks. The responsi-
bility of influencers, who are the societal models and thought leaders, is ex-
amined from the perspective of professional ethics towards vulnerable groups
within society, such as children, women, and minorities. The study aims
to analyze and discuss the role of influencers in relation to these vulnerable
groups and their ethical obligations towards them.

Method: The research was conducted using a qualitative approach in terms of
methodology, with an applied objective. The research utilized a thematic analy-
sis method and, after conducting semi-structured interviews with 14 experts who
were purposefully selected based on their knowledge and expertise in the dis-
cussed topic, MAXQDA?2020 software was used for the final analysis.
Findings: The conducted research indicates that the ethical responsibility of social
media influencers towards vulnerable groups is associated with 27 sub-themes and
3 main themes.

Conclusion: Every human being, regardless of age, gender, race, skin color, phys-
ical or mental ability, language, religion, political ideology, or national and social
origin, possesses an inherent and inviolable dignity. Each individual, as well as



Abstract

governments, must respect and safeguard this dignity. Humans should always be
the subjects and recipients of rights and should never be reduced to mere means.
They should never be instrumentalized for the purposes of commercial or indus-
trial activities in the realms of economy, politics, media, research institutions, or
industrial establishments. Therefore, social media influencers, in order to main-
tain their credibility, must consider the rights of their stakeholders, with children,
women, and minorities being among the most important, in their activities.

Keywords: Professional Ethics, Influencer, Ethical Responsibility,
Minorities, Social Network
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Investigating the Process of Changing in Men’s Clothing
Styles during the Qajar Era

Shahnaz Jangjou Gholenji ', Assistant Professor of the Department of Asia Minor and Balkan, Ency-
clopedia of the world of Islam, Tehran, Iran, Email: sh.jangjo@uch.ac.ir.

ABSTRACT

Introduction: Iranian clothing style was one of the first issues that changed grai
dually following the increase of communication with west countries since the
early Qajar period, along with the changes and developments that took place in
various areas of the Iranian lifestyle in this era.

Problem definition: The main issue of this study is to investigate the process of
changing in Men’s Clothing styles with emphasis on the city of Tehran during the
Qajar period. The main question of this research is how was the process of chang-
ing of men’s clothing styles in the Qajar period and which segments of society
were included?

Objective: The purpose of this research is to help clarifying some part of the histo-
ry of socio- cultural developments in the Qajar era and the how Iranians dealt with
the West and the issue of modernization. The changes in clothing styles were only
one of the aspects of the comprehensive changes that Iranian society encountered
with it in the Qajar period. Clarifying the dimensions of the process, and the ways
of changing in the lifestyle of Iranians, including in men’s clothing styles, can pro-
vide the basis for achieving a scientific theory regarding how Iranians encountered
to West and the issue of modernization in Iran.

Method: This present study is conducted with the historical method and by using
a descriptive-analytical approach.

Results: The results of the research showed that with the increasing imports of
Western- made fabrics since the beginning of the Qajar period, changes have been
occurred in the material, design, and color of Iranian clothes. At the same time,
with the increasing expansion of communication with the West and familiarity
with Western culture and civilization, the Western clothing style proposed as an al-
ternative to the Iranian clothing style and challenged traditional clothing. First, the
clothing styles of the military and then the courtiers changed by order and with the
justification of being impractical. Then, with the gradual dominance of Western-
ization and modernism on the intellectual and cultural atmosphere of the society
and the formation of modern administrative and educational institutions and the
new middle class, the change in the clothing style gradually became common, so
that by the end of the Qajar period, the clothing style of most men in Tehran from
different classes turned into a Western and semi-Western style.

In addition to the direct and commanding role of politicians, the new environmeng
tal and work conditions and requirements and the intellectual-cultural atmosphere
prevailing in that period were also effective in changing the clothing styles. Polit-



Abstract

ical, social, and cultural elites, whether as policymakers in the field of culture and
clothing or as pioneers in the use of Western-style clothing, played an important
role in this field. They were considered as a model for others due to their cultural,
social, and political status. In the new intellectual-cultural atmosphere that grad-
ually emerged, traditional clothing represented backwardness and uncivilization,
and Western-style clothing became associated with progress and civilization. Al-
though Western clothing was considered simpler, more economical, and in some
cases more practical, the replacement of the traditional clothing styles with the
Western styles was partly the result of Iranians’ fascination with the manifestations
of Western civilization and a sense of self-defeat in the face of it.

Key words: Clothing Styles, Communications, Western Clothing, Political and
Cultural Elites.
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