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The Cultural-Social Duties of Professors from the Perspective of the
Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran

Saeedeh Khorasani, Master’s degree graduate in Educational Management.
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Abstract

The Islamization of Iran’s universities, the dominance of Islamic values in various
dimensions of the university environment, and the cultural and educational influ-
ence of teachers and professors have always been emphasized by the leader of the
Islamic Revolution. However, it is important to note that there has been no coher-
ent study in the area of the cultural-social duties of professors from the perspective
of the leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran. This lack of comprehensive research
underscores the need for this study. Many professors need more familiarity with
these duties, and this study aims to fill this gap. The study aims to determine cul-
tural-social duties from the perspective of Ayatollah Khamenei, the leader of the
Islamic Republic of Iran. For this purpose, his speeches from the commencement
of his leadership until the end of 2019 have been analyzed. The primary sources
have been “The Light of Knowledge,” “The Shadow of Guardianship” in seven
volumes, and the website of the Supreme Leader’s Office. To extract the cultur-
al-social duties of professors, 108 relevant speeches were identified and analyzed
using the thematic analysis method. The results revealed that the most important
cultural-social duties of professors include “identity formation and motivation,”;
“presence in the field of action,”; “demanding and questioning,”; “management of

s
2, <

cultural issues,”; “achieving solutions to problems”, and “having hope.”

Keywords

Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Ayatollah Khamenei, Professors, Cultur-
al-Social Duties.
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A Mosque-based Policy Theory of Cultural-social
Participation of Adolescents
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Abstract

Adolescents’ engagement in diverse social domains is pivotal to societal dyna-
mism and progress and constitutes a fundamental mechanism for individual social
identity formation. This qualitative study aimed to identify core components of
an optimal policy framework for fostering youth cultural and social participation,
focusing on the mosque. Semi-structured interviews were conducted with experts
in communication, psychology, education, and Islamic studies engaged in youth
and mosque-related fields. Data analysis employed the Maxqda2020 software and
the thematic analysis. The analysis revealed three overarching themes and eight
subthemes. The universal themes, or core components of the policy framework,
were: “Mosque-centrality in the neighbourhood,” “Group-centrality within the
mosque,” and “Youth-centrality within the group.”
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Scientific-Research Article M

Mosque and Meaning: Examining the Place of “Sacred Spatial
Order” in Utopia, from the Origin of Sadraean Cultural Theory

Mohsen labkhandagh, Assistant Professor in the Department of Culture and art, Faculty of Culture and
Communication, Imam Sadiq University. Email: m.labkhandagh@jisu.ac.ir

Abstract

The Sadraean theory of culture, grounded in the principles of Transcendent The-
osophy, particularly the doctrine of the unity of the world and the known, explains
the existence of culture as revolving around the unity of human beings with shared
semantic systems. By interrogating the principles of this philosophical system,
including the “corporeal origin and spiritual survival of the soul,” the “reflection
of the inner and outer aspects of existence,” and the “interconnection of senso-
ry perceptions and intellectual meanings,” it becomes clear that cultures are in-
terconnected with spatial orders. This means that each “semantic system,” when
transformed into a culture, brings with it its own spatial order, while the spatial
order and physical environment of society, in turn, influence the semantic-cul-
tural system. Therefore, religion, in order to establish a monotheistic semantic
system in society, provides a special spatial order. This spatial order is centered
on the mosque, and the functions and spatial position of the mosque are such that
the dissemination of meaning in the Muslim social world is shaped through the
mosque as the “primary communication center of society.” The body and architec-
tural dimension of the mosque, which has a great capacity for meaning-making,
has important dos and don’ts in religious thought, as in the prophetic tradition and
the biography of Muslims, the position of the mosque in relation to other physi-
cal elements of the city is determined in such a way that this sacred place gives
meaning to other urban organs. This meaning-making is achieved through two
mechanisms: first, the centrality and axis of the mosque among the urban organs,
and second, the echo of some of the architectural features of mosques in other
urban buildings. These results are obtained through an analysis of the rules and
regulations of architecture and urban planning in the Islamic tradition, relying on
both deductive-demonstrative and descriptive-analytical methods.

Keywords
Semantic System, Place, Spatial Order, Mosque, City, Sadracan Cultural Theory.
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Scientific-Research Article M

Ineffective Policies in the Field Of the Mosque and the School: A
Reflection On The Gap Between The Educational Functions Of Two
Institutions

Shahram Ramesht, Faculty Member, Department of Education, Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran.
(Corresponding Author) Email: Shahram.Ramesht@modares.ac.ir

Mina Fayazi, Faculty Member, Department of Education, Farhangian University, Fars, Iran. Email:
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Abstract

This research critically examines the ineffective policies related to the education-
al functions of two institutions, mosques and schools, in post-revolutionary Iran.
Data was collected through a documentary method and subjected to qualitative
content analysis to achieve this goal. The study population includes the first to sev-
enth socioeconomic and cultural development plans post-revolution, the nation-
al cultural engineering map as public documents, and the laws and overarching
documents of both mosques and schools as specific documents. These data were
analyzed using thematic analysis. The research findings indicate that the develop-
ment plans, laws, and specific overarching documents of these two institutions,
post-Islamic Revolution of Iran, lack a comprehensive roadmap for education that
considers the educational functions of all formal and informal actors and prevents
the totalitarianism and partialism of each institution. Consequently, some policies
have led to the unilateral strengthening of one of the two institutions, mosques or
schools, and therefore the weakening of the other. Moreover, due to insufficient
attention to the functions of both institutions in performing their roles together, the
efforts made to unify these two institutions have failed, and the gap between them
has deepened increasingly.

Keywords
Mosque, School, Policy Making, Culture, Education.
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Scientific-Research Article M

The Success Pattern of Religious Institutions
(Case Study: Successful Mosques in the Educational Arena)

Alireza Sharif-Fard, PhD in Human Resource Management, Allameh Tabataba’i University;, Email:
a.sharif@isu.ac.ir .( Corresponding Author)

Meysam Latifi, Associate Professor, Faculty of Management, Imam Sadiq University; latifi@isu.ac.ir

Abstract

The realization of a religious society is contingent upon the success of its religious
institutions, with the mosque being the most widespread and influential Islamic
institution. Despite variations in approach, successful mosques exhibit significant
commonalities in their operations. Emulating these successful mosques offers a
practical strategy for enhancing the effectiveness of others. Key to this emulation
is discerning the primary factors contributing to success and differentiating them
from other characteristics of high-performing mosques. This qualitative study aims
to elucidate the success pattern for mosques, specifically within the educational
domain. The study employs thematic analysis and draws upon data from twenty
exemplary mosques’ case studies, focusing on their educational initiatives. The
findings reveal nine principal factors and thirty-nine subsidiary factors that play a
critical role in the educational success of these mosques. These essential factors of
success include leadership as a role model, Systematic and empowering education,
thriving educational and organizational activities for women, Faith-based cohe-
sion within an organization, comprehensive design in education and training, col-
laboration with seminary students and institutions, effective mosque-school-fami-
ly interaction, a Jihadi spirit, elimination of obstacles hindering youth engagement
in mosque, and Service to the people and the cultural sphere.

Keywords
Mosque, Education, Success Pattern, Religious Institution, Non-governmental Or-
ganization (NGO), Organization, Grassroots Governance
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The Mosque in Public School Textbooks: From the Current State to
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Abstract

Nurturing future generations based on desirable values is essential for any nation.
In Islam, and particularly in our country, the institution of the mosque has im-
mense potential in this regard. Therefore, familiarizing the new generation with
this institution is of great importance. Education and the family, as the two central
institutions to achieving this goal, and textbooks, as a comprehensive educational
resource that serves as a bridge between school and family, play a significant role.
This research examines the relationship between the institution of the mosque and
the content of textbooks. In this research, interviews and document analysis were
used to collect data, and qualitative content analysis was used to analyze the col-
lected data. The findings of this research are divided into two levels: 1. The current
state of textbooks concerning the mosque and 2. The desired state of textbooks
about the mosque from the perspective of experts. At the first level of this research,
45 basic themes, 9 organizing themes, and 4 overarching themes were obtained,
indicating that textbooks focus on four concepts: the importance of the mosque,
the functions of the mosque, the way of interacting with and the mosque-based
lifestyle, and examples of the mosque. At the second level, 72 basic themes, 10
organizing themes, and 3 overarching themes were extracted, indicating the need
to pay more attention to concepts such as understanding the mosque and the rela-
tionship based on this understanding, the various functions of the mosque, and the
method of content delivery from the perspective of experts in this field.

Keywords
Education, General Education Course, Primary Course, First Secondary Course,
Textbook, Mosque.
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Abstract

The digital realm and its diverse services have presented both opportunities and
challenges for mosques. Mosque mobile applications represent a new frontier in
the interaction between mosques and the digital space. This study, with the aim of
providing insights for improving mosque app design, seeks to answer the follow-
ing questions: What needs do these applications fulfill for mosque congregants?
And what features should they possess? Through interviews with experts and ac-
tive individuals in the fields of mosques and digital spaces, this research sought
to provide answers to these questions. After developing a questionnaire, 13 inter-
views were conducted. Subsequently, using thematic analysis, the opportunities,
challenges, and desirable features of mosque mobile applications were identified.
Furthermore, the most prominent existing mosque applications were examined
and evaluated based on the derived indices. The results revealed that the con-
trasting nature of mosques and the digital space, particularly in terms of religious
and ritual functions, necessitates specific considerations for digital media in these
applications. Additionally, this study indicated that the most significant strengths
of existing mosque applications include easy accessibility, affordability, and align-
ment with values, while their primary weaknesses are perceived ineffectiveness,
poor technical support, and a lack of community-centric focus.

Keywords
Mosque Mobile Application, Religious Activities, Digital Space, Interaction be-
tween Tradition and Modernity
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Scientific-Research Article M

Studying the Representation of Cultural and Ideological
Elements in the Creation of Animation

Mahsa Larijani, Assistant Professor, Department of Social Sciences, Faculty of Social Sciences and
Economics, Alzahra University, Tehran, Iran (Responding Author). Email: m.larijani@alzahra.ac.ir
(Corresponding Author)

Fatemeh Zahra Baghaii, Master of Sociology, Faculty of Social sciences and Economics , Alzahra Uni-
versity, Tehran, Iran. Email: nazaninbaghaii@gmail.com

Abstract

Elements of ideology and culture in animations can affect how children are so-
cialized so that these viewers can embody an ideological character in line with
it. The study seeks to identify the ideological and cultural indicators in creating a
fictional character named “The Dolphin Boy” in an animation for children. There-
fore, the study has drawn upon the theories of Stuart Hall and Louis Althusser.
The research method employed is qualitative and, in terms of nature, descrip-
tive-analytical, carried out using the semiotic approach of Jan Fiske at all three
levels of reality, representation, and ideology. The findings of this study indicate
that the studied animation shows the ideology of Orientalism along with reviving
native-local particularism and nationalism dimension, as well as the ideology of
fighting against economic-cultural imperialism, along with the dimension of battle
against the influence and domination of the West. In other words, by using the two
ideologies mentioned, the studied animation seeks to represent the values, identi-
ties and unique culture of Iran and the actions of the people against global mono-
culturalism and the fight against the dominance, imposition and cultural-economic
influence of countries representing global imperialism, which by using signs in
the underlying and hidden layers of the film, it conveys these concepts to children.

Key words
Semiotics, Animation, Ideological Elements, Cultural Imperialism, Nationalism.
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